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We share the same
Christian values.

CORE VALUES FROM ROMANS 12:7-8
Serving - Teaching - Encouraging
Giving - Leading - Showing Kindness

L el

LIFE INSURANCE FaithLife Financial Members are on a journey to apply Christian values to every area of
their lives — including financial planning. These values are embedded into the way that
INCOME PROTECTION ) ) . : .
our products and services are delivered through our Financial Representatives. When
INVESTMENT PRODUCTS you purchase a FaithLife Financial product, you automatically become a Member and
are eligible to receive unigue Member benefits. We invite you to be part of a Christian
MEMBER BENEFITS ) ; ) L : . .
financial services organization that gives back a portion of your premium through

CHARITABLE IMPACT Member-directed community outreach to build a better world.

>‘< Visit faithlifefinancial.ca to find a Financial Representative today.

FaithLife Financial is a Christian, member-owned financial services provider. Members blend faith and
finances to be wise with money and live generously — strengthening families, churches and communities.

Q ® FaithLife

FINANCIAL

1.800.563.6237

B facebook.com/faithlifefinancial

PROTECTING YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE e LIVING YOUR CHRISTIAN VALUES e BUILDING A BETTER WORLD
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.mission

Since 1893
SIM (Serving In Mission) sent missionaries
FROM Canada to Africa.

Today, SIM missionaries continue to leave
FROM Canada and spread the Gospel in more than
65 countries worldwide.

But God has changed the world...

The very countries that SIM have reached and continue to
reach with the Gospel are now sending their own
missionaries around the world...yes, even 70 Canada.

And the new mission field is //V Canada.

More and more SIM missionaries are serving //V Canada,
assisting the Canadian church to reach their global
neighbours in our increasingly multi-cultural cities.

This is the new SIM.

AN A

. three
3 directions:

Missions is changing. God is sending missionaries
FROM everywhere TO everywhere.

SIM serves and partners with the local church in this new
mission reality. We help leaders ignite their congregants
for global and local missions, connecting the church to
121 years of deep relational trust networks. Working with
the church, SIM facilitates moving God’s people into God’s
mission FROM, TO, and /N Canada.

We've learned a lot over the past century —how to
effectively reach out and cross cultures with the gospel.

Do you want to join other Pastor’s in a lunchtime forum to
discuss the changing mission landscape? Do you need
assistance in understanding the new mission field, right
outside your door? Do you have people in your
congregation eager to serve in ministry?

Contact SIM’s GO TEAM at 1-800-294-6918,
email canada.info@sim.org or visit www.sim.ca.

mission
from Canada
to Canada

in Canada

SIVM

Serving In Mission

taking the Gospel to the world

Established in 1893,
SIM is an international and interdenominational faith mission.

It includes Africa En lical Fell

hip, Andes E

International Christian Fellowship,

and Sudan Interior Mission.
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ANNOUNCING...

Travel Insurance for Global Missions

GOOD TO GO,

Premium Savings travel protection plus
Unparalleled Coverage

Customized Travel Medical Insurance
Innovative Insurance Solutions Medical and Security Evacuation
Risk Management Expertise Kidnap Consulting Indemnity

Worldwide Liability Coverage

Valuable Board Resource . »
Exclusive TravelTracker

It’s our privilege to serve the Protection 4 Security 4 Confidence
insurance needs of over 6000 churches for Travellers, Organizations, Leaders

and charities across Canada.

1-800-640-0933 * churchinsurance@robertsonhall.com ® www.robertsonhall.com

w

ROBERTSON N church protection *
INSURANCE plus

SERVING CHURCHES AND CHRISTIAN CHARITIES SINCE 1972
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Oneofakind

You won’t ﬁnd articles like these in your daily news

f you tend toward the “conserv-
ative” side of life — as labelled by
others, probably — you likely
know how rare it is to open a
newspaper and see your viewpoint
on issues such as religious freedom
and euthanasia reasoned out by a
high-profile columnist.

Margaret Somerville does just
that. She is not without contro-
versy. The Australian-born profes-
sor with positions in both the fac-

movement. This year, we think we
found a winner. Turn to page 30 to
have your hopes for the future of our
society renewed by an eager, dedi-
cated and very intelligent group of
campus pro-life activists.

They are living out their beliefs in
one of the most hostile environments
you could choose: a Canadian uni-
versity campus. And many seem to
be doingjust fine. Our online version
expands to include moving testi-

Richelle Wiseman ulties of law and medicine at monials from pro-life witnesses Subscribe
COPY EDITOR McGill University in Montreal —acrossthecountrywhoareofallages  today to get
Janet Dimond . . . .
cannot be easily categorized, to the  and inall stages oflife. We encourage a free copy
ADVERTISING MANAGER chagrin of many. you to check those out as well. of Shiftin
SSSZSRZED;M ) Her views often align with a With each issue of Faith Today we g
or ads@faithtoday.ca T . ) ) ) A Stats. a new
Christian ethical way of looking at  aim to serve you with the kind of y ¥
gi‘r\]';f/s;::ﬁ the world, yet she does not place articles you won't get elsewhere. World Vision
herself easily in that camp. She There aren’t many other period-  bo0Ok about
DISTRIBUTION rit idely on i Christian: icals or websit her n i
Anita Kwan writes widely on issues stians icals or websites where you ca Canadian
tend to care about, almost inevit- read about Canadians remem- churches
DISCLAIMER . . . . .
Faith Today does not endorse every opinion or ably providing a counterargument  beringand celebrating a pioneering co-authored
event reported or every product advertised. to the spirit of the day. missionary to China (“The Thou- .
Faith Today does not endarse any advertiser, Inour cover storywe interviewed  sand Lives of Hudson Taylor”). by Faith
nor does it take responsibility for the accuracy . A T d dt
of any claims made in the advertisements. Somerville about her views on a Where else would you hear the ~ 100aYy editor
70 WRITE AN ARTICLE current hot topic, euthanasia, but  voices of Canadian aboriginal lead-  Karen Stiller.

Send a query letter first to editor@faithtoday.

ca describing a proposed manuscript.
Unsolicited manuscripts and poetry are not
accepted and will not be returned. Read our
guidelines at www.faithtoday.ca/writers.

MEMBER

Access Copyright, Canadian Church Press,
Christian Periodical Index (acl.org),
Magazines Canada, The Word Guild

PROUD SPONSOR
www.christianity.ca

ADDRESS CHANGES

info@faithtoday.ca or toll-free 1-866-302-3362
ext. 223

also how she sees herself fitting
into Canada’s cantankerous public
square. We think you'll be as fascin-
ated as we were.

When May comes around, so
does the National March for Life in
Ottawa, with smaller pro-life
marches across the country. We
remain a nation with no law when
it comes to abortion — an issue that
just won’t go away.

Every year we try to think of some
fresh way to talk about the pro-life

ers such as Chief Reggie Neeposh
and Grand Chief Harvey Yesno
(“Hope and Healing for First Na-
tions and the Canadian Church”)?

And there’s lots more for you to
explore in this issue.

Thank you for reading. Thank you
for helping to make Faith Today truly
Canada’s Christian magazine. /FT

Karen Stiller of Port Perry, Ont., and
Bill Fledderus of Hamilton, Ont., are senior
editors of Faith Today.

Subscribe

Write to us

Send a letter:
Faith Today, Box 5885 West Beaver Creek Post
Office, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 0B8

Send an email:

editor@faithtoday.ca

One year $29.99. Two years $49.99.
www.faithtoday.ca/subscription
or call toll-free 1-866-302-3362 X236

n www.facebook.com/
faithtoday

@Fa|thT0dayEFC
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TALKING POINTS

Stop and cheer

Re: The House That Redemption
Built (Mar/Apr 2015)

1 aM glad to read about the
young man who purchased the
house where five people were
murdered. When I first heard
this story on CTV Calgary, it
made me stop in my tracks and
cheer. Purchasing the house
and doing good works where it
stands is better than demolish-
ing it and building a memorial
— this way shows evil can be
redeemed by good.

Jesus said He came to heal
the sick and restore the broken.
We need to stop questioning
people’s motives when they
believe they are called by God
to do His work in this world. I

too follow Kadin Osborne’s
belief that we should not be
“content sitting in the pew just
hoping life goes well. We don’t
have much time on this earth.”

I too am called by Christ to
do what I can for Him in this

FAITH TODAY

world. If all of us took this train
of thought every day, we would
see more miracles and would
grow more as Christians.
Dorothy King, Calgary, Alta.

Loveindiscriminately
Re: War and Peace and the
Christian Way (Jan/Feb 2015)
THE CONTEXT of Romans 13 is
not about agreeing with a just
war or being pacifist, it’s about
occupying theland by living and
being the Kingdom of God now.

When Jesus saw injustice, He
saw greed and indifference, and
the need for reconciliation. He
did not seek the government or
run off into a cave. He stood in
the midst of all of that and dared
to challenge the status quo. His
presence changed everything.

We live as Christians only to
allow His presence to be lived
through us, as outlined in 1
John 4. It is my contention that
we as Christians are wrongly
using our doctrines and our
thinking as excuses to not love
our enemies.

This is the message that God
has given to the world, that in
Christ His Son we are to be
light and salt because He is
within us to touch the world
through us with His presence.
We simply love indiscrimin-
ately and leave the results with
Jesus. When people slap us
around, we don’t retaliate be-
cause the Kingdom of God is
greater than the flesh.

Whether we’re successful or
failures on the human level
has nothing to do with it. We
are simply to follow Him. The
results are left up to Him. The
infinite Christ within us is able
to do exceedingly above all
thatwe are, in and of ourselves.

We must give up our anxieties,
our fears and our worrying.
We must be willing to step out
of our comfort zone and dare
to be different from the world.
Fr. André Leroux, Toronto, Ont.

Hungry for fellowship

Re: Messy Faith (Jan/Feb 2015)
I APPRECIATED - Why Sunday
Mornings Have to Change” I

find more and more people in
the over-5o age bracket bored
with the music and lack of
tellowship. I find the contem-
porary music very boring
(probably because I play jazz
guitar). The last church service
I was in, the music went on for
45 minutes where the name of

APPOINTED

Michael Messenger as president and CEO of
World Vision Canada, effective June 1. He will
succeed Dave Toycen, who is retiring after 18
years. Messenger has been the humanitarian
aid agency's executive vice-president and
chief operating officer since 2010, and for
three years before that was vice-president
of public affairs. He holds an undergraduate
degree in ecanomics from Gordon College in
Wenham, Mass., and a law degree from the
University of Toronto. He practised law for
nine years in Halifax, N.S.

Stephen Lennox as president
of Kingswood University in
Sussex, N.B. He succeeds Mark
Gorveatte. Dr. Lennox is the
honors professor of Bible

and humanities at Indiana

&
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Wesleyan University, where he has held many
roles over 22 years including associate dean.
Lennox has taught in Zambian, Jamaican and
Russian Bible colleges, has studied biblical lands
by travelling to Israel, Egypt, Turkey and Greece,
and is a minister of The Wesleyan Church.

KenKim as director of disaster response and
rehabilitation at World Renew, the relief

and development agency for the Christian
Reformed Church of North America. World
Renew continues to be directed by Ida Kaastra
Mutoigo. Kim served the past eight years as
director of the development and relief agency
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, known as
Presbyterian World Service & Development.

Ben Hoogendoorn of Abbotsford, B.C., in the
newly created position of executive director of
International China Concern Canada, a Christian

development organization
that helps abandoned and
disabled children in China.
Previously Hoogendoorn
served as president and
"= (EO of FH Canada (Food for
the Hungry). The founder of ICC, David Gotts,
transitioned to CEO for ICC worldwide in 2013.

John Latta as lead pastor for the Burlington,
Ont., site of The Meeting House, a multisite
Brethren in Christ church. Latta co-founded
the Canadian Youth Network, which supports
youth workers, and has helped lead it with
Dale Winder since 1998. Winder continues as
executive director.

AWARDED
Jean Vanier, founder of L'Arche, with the 2015
Templeton Prize, a $1.5 million award for
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Jesus was not mentioned once in the songs.
My wife and I find it more and more
difficult to get excited about going to
church, and we sure did not used to be that
way. I hope you don't take too much flack
over your article. In far too many churches
I am afraid the hungry sheep are looking

up to be fed and it is not happening.
Gordon Edmunds, Langley. B.C.

Hour focused on God
PERHAPS WE should not just focus on the one
hour a week of “worship” that we have and
trying to figure out how to change it into
“fellowship.” Instead, we can think of how
we can keep our worship services relevant
and fresh, but still focus on God in terms of
worship and learning to know Him better.
Donald Coleman, Melville, Sask.

Frenzied lifestyle

SHEILA WRAY Gregoire’s complaint dis-
plays acommon problem — she has packed
her life too full, so she wants the church
to accommodate her frenzied lifestyle,
instead of questioning instead whether a
frenzied lifestyle is compatible with
Christian community.

an exceptional contribution to affirming
life's spiritual dimension. L'Arche is an
international network of communities
where people with and without intellectual
disabilities live and work together as peers.
There are 29 L'Arche communities in Canada
and 145 around the world. Vanier, the son
of former governor general of Canada
Georges Vanier, was born in Switzerland
and lives in France. Past Templeton Prize
winners include Mother Teresa, Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn, Canadian philosopher Charles
Taylor, Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama.

LAUNCHED

Daystar Television Canada, formerly Grace
TV, a Canadian affiliate channel of the
Texas-based Daystar network, is now
available on Bell Fibe TV channel 632 and
on Bell Satellite TV channel 650.

When my kids tell me they’re bored of
anything, my response is that God gave
them a mind and there is never an excuse

tobe bored. If Sheila isn’t getting anything

from the sermon, perhaps she needs to

use that Bible app to do additional study

on the topic the pastor is preaching on!
Jai Reid, Pickering, Ont.

Faith Today loves to receive your letters. Even when you disagree (or we disagree with your disagreement),
your letters remind us all that we live in evangelicalism’s big tent, where there is ample room for many opinions.
Visit us at www.facebook.com/faithtoday to join in discussions sparked by letters to the editor and more.
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Teen
Challenge
in Quebec
changes
lives —
and diets

One million pounds of
vegetables makes a
difference to everyone

THERE MAY BE a thousand Teen
Challenge units across the world, but
Teen Challenge Quebec [Défi Jeunesse
Québec, DJQ) may be the only one to
produce;nillion pounds of vegetables
ayear.

Teen Challenge, a worldwide network
of faith-based programs for young
adults struggling with substance abuse,
opened its Quebec chapter in 1986 in
the rural municipality of Lotbiniére.

In 201, Défi Jeunesse Québec altered
its mandate to become a training and
spiritual resource centre for young men
in need, emphasizing growth, healing
and personal development.

“The students of the DJQ residential
program come from a diversity of
backgrounds, dealing with anything
from personal loss, addiction,
mourning or bankruptcy,” says Ronald
Lussier, the centre’s director general.
“We are here for those seeking to
grow.” It is a refuge from the storm, he
says, but never an escape. “We create
the environment, but the kids are the
artisans of their own healing, through
the help of the Holy Spirit.”

PHOTO: DEFI JEUNESSE QUEBEC
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Eachyear, DJQ's Dedicated Harvesters
supply one million pounds of vegetables
yearly to Québec food banks.

Environment is the key word.
Through a DJQ initiative called the
Dedicated Harvesters, the young men
farm up to 12 acres of land over 14
months, harvesting enough produce to
supply 12 food banks across the province
of Quebec. “We take Christ's words
very seriously when He said to provide
for the orphan and the widow,” says
Lussier. A million pounds of vegetables,
grown right here on our land, goes to
feed the province's most needy.”

The recipients of home-grown
vegetables aren't the only winners of
the Dedicated Harvesters. The students
who work the land are given an

opportunity to learn useful skills and see

the fruits of their labour, quite literally,
which goes a long way to building up
their self-worth, says Lussier.

The organization benefits from a
support network that includes 1,500
volunteers across the province who
help with the harvest every fall. A local
truck driving school provides drivers
in training to deliver the produce to
the food banks, and L'Oeuvre Léger, a
Roman Catholic foundation, is among
the organization’s biggest funders.
“In the mornings the guys attend high
school classes, attend Bible studies or

see a counsellor. In the afternoons they

hit the fields.”

When asked about the vision for
the future, Lussier has no lack of
imagination. “We may be in existence
since 1986, but really, we've just been
born. In 20 years, Teen Challenges
across the world will be influenced by
what the Dedicated Harvesters are
doing in Quebec.” —~JENNA SMITH

30*

PERCENTAGE OF

CANADIANS WHO SAY

THEY ARE INCLINED
TO EMBRACE
RELIGION (ANGUS
REID POLL, 2015)

79*

PERCENTAGE OF
CANADIANS WHO
EMBRACE RELIGION
WHO SAY THEY FEEL
STRENGTHENED BY
THEIR FAITH (ANGUS
REID POLL, 2015)

Inspiring ideas from Canadian churches

@ Helping immigrants

stay in Canada
Dalmeny Bible Church in Dalmeny,
Sask., is helping a local immigrant
family stay in Canada and work
toward citizenship. The church
has given the husband and wife
the opportunity to use their
ministry training on staff at the
church. The decision meant a
substantial budget increase. With
the church’s support, the couple
are now able to remain in Canada
for several mare years as they
work toward citizenship.
www.dalmenybiblechurch.ca

@ A different picture of worship
Ottawa's Ecclesiax Church
gives their worship services an
artistic touch. Worship not only
involves singing, but members sit
to sketch in the church’s journals,
dance, write poetry, and are
provided easels for painting. The
vision is both to reach people who
don't fit the typical church mould
and help people engage God more
honestly through raw creativity.
www.ecclesiax.com

@ Working together to face
challenges
Rather than closing their doors
when facing low attendance and
an unfinished building project,
Northside Church in Mission, B.C.,
decided to ask the much larger
nearby Northview Community
Church to take over. After an
extended time of prayer and
discussion, Northview agreed
and planted a satellite church on
the former Northside campus in
late February. They are currently
building momentum and exploring
ways to reach out to a new housing
development in the area.

www.northview.org

@ Free Mandarin lessons

On top of three Sunday
worship services, Winnipeg
Chinese Alliance Church offers
free Mandarin lessons to the
community. The church, which
holds services in Mandarin,
Cantonese and English, felt their
diverse language skills provided
an ideal tool to reach unchurched
people in their area, particularly
business leaders. After successfully
piloting the idea in 2014, the church
is now running three weekly
classes, which start immediately
after their English service.
www.christianweek.org

@ Seminar inspires church
green audit
St. John's Anglican Church in
Crapaud, PE.l, hosted an information
session on how to “green your
church,” inviting participation from
churches across Prince Edward
Island. The seminar focused on
“simple ways churches can save
energy and money,” explains
reverend Margaret Collins. After
hosting the event, the congregation
did a green audit of their church
and have made a number of
upgrades, from installing low-flush
toilets to switching to paper coffee
cups and fair trade coffee.
www.anglicanchurchcrapaud.com

—CRAIG MACARTNEY

k Visit www.faithtoday.ca/inspiringideas
for more. Does your church have great
ideas to share? editor@faithtoday.ca
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Research project focuses on

clergy wellness

Calling clergy for a project on being well

CONVERSATIONS OVER SEVERAL
years with clergy and the pastoral
teams who support them led
Wanda Malcolm to devise the
Wycliffe Wellness Project
(www.wycliffewellnessproject.com).
Launched in July 2014, the project
aims to understand what gives
clergy the most stress — and the
most satisfaction.

“In interviews with clergy
about what they
found most stressful
about ministry life,
they could easily
describe ministry’s
greatest stressors,”
says Malcolm, a
clinical psychologist
and professor of
pastoral psychology
at Toronto's Wycliffe
College. Clergy often
report that “the more
satisfying something can be, the
more stressful it is if it doesn't go
well,” she says.

Malcolm likens the survey to
a kind of “vocational wellness
checkup” that's completely
confidential. It's also not the most
common research method, since
the project will unfold over a period
of ten or more years. “People’s
experience changes over time.
Even at the best of times you only
get a snapshot, so participating
several times will give a series of
snapshots.”

Survey participation is
voluntary, and clergy can opt out
at any time, but Malcolm hopes
the information clergy receive
about their vocation along with
the confidential postsurvey
conversation will encourage them
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Wanda Malcolm heads
the Wycliffe Wellness
Project.

to continue participating.

Malcolm is still looking for
participants who should be either
active in a church or working
as chaplains in schools, prisons,
hospitals or the military. They must
complete a set of questionnaires.
Afterward, participants are invited
to have a conversation with ane of
the research team to discuss what
the results mean.

It's not possible
to nail down one
thing that causes
stress, Malcolm says.
“Personality is part of
it, but doesn't capture
it completely. You
could be even-keeled
and get a really
tough parish and the
experience could be
desperately stressful.”

Malcolm hopes
the research will help in a
number of ways — insight and
encouragement for clergy
themselves, plus invaluable
research to pass on to students

63"

. o ; PERCENTAGE OF
preparing for ministry life. Once CANADIANS WHO
sufficient data are collected to REJECT RELIGION

L ) WHO SAY THEY ARE
produce a statistical analysis, the UNCOMFORTABLE
results will help point the way to AROUND PEOPLE WHO

ARE RELIGIOUSLY
DEVOUT (ANGUS REID
POLL, 2015)

best support clergy wellness.

But Malcolm says the real value
is sharing feedback with individual
clergy and seeing the light come
on. In the conversations she’s had
so far, “Participants find it easy to
see which area to zoom in on ... to
focus on making a difference .. and
to think how they might engage in
the satisfying things more often,
those things that nurture their
well-being as a person.”

—ALEX NEWMAN

Broken Walls lives
up toits band name
Unique First Nations band
has beautiful mission

THE PRIMARY MINISTRY of the three-
member Christian band Broken Walls
(www.brokenwalls.com] is to break
down the walls between the First
Nations people of Canada and non-
Aboriginal people. The band, based
in Tyendinaga Territory in Ontario,
has toured the world, combining the
distinct sounds of Native American
rattles, a pow wow drum and Mohawk
wind flute with contemporary
instruments.

While they love to play their music
for an audience, connecting with
community members and building
relationships is a top priority. With
nine albums under their belts, Broken
Walls is gaining a reputation of great
respect among
Aboriginal
people across
North America
and around the
world.

“l'goinand
figure out the
[local] customs,
and in general speak to the church
population and make them aware of
the issues,” says Jonathan Maracle,
the band's founder and lead vocalist.
“Broken Walls is a tool to help build
relationships.”

The band has done several two-
week trips to isolated communities
in Alaska. “We sleep on the floors of
gymnasiums and present our suicide
prevention workshops,” says Maracle,
who believes building relationships
and visiting the same communities
over and over is crucial to this kind
of ministry. “There’s no microwave
solution. We have to be in it for the
long term, for the next generation and
the generation to follow.”

—LISA HALL-WILSON

PHOTOS: WYCLIFFE; BROKEN WALLS
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pe= == Christian Horizons,
s 27 5* Humber College
cook up a unique
culinary program
Program shows how faith-based
organizations can work with colleges

THE FIRST STUDENTS will graduate in June from a unigue
culinary program created through a partnership between
Christian Horizons (www.christian-harizons.org), an
organization that empowers individuals with exceptional
needs, and Humber College, a palytechnic college in
Toranto.

Irene Moore, Christian Horizons area manager, came
up with the idea for the Culinary Skills Development and
Employment program after noticing some clients had “a
strong desire to be chefs, but had no access point.”

The faith-based charitable organization supports nearly
2,000 people with developmental disabilities and their
families. The culinary program is the first college-level
program Harizons has engaged in that provides specific
skill-based career training.

Moore, with support from the dean of Humber's School
of Social & Community Services, approached Humber's
School of Hospitality, Recreation & Tourism in October
2012. A trial of one-week courses took place in February
and July 2013. Their success led to a nine-month course
that started in September 2074. Students graduated in
early June, receiving a culinary certificate.

“We were scared going in,” says Moore. “People were going
to be using sharp knives, but by the end of the week, nobody
had been injured. They were taught the correct skills, learned
to make soups from scratch and full breakfasts.”

The program runs Tuesday to Saturday. On Tuesdays
Christian Horizons staff work with the students teaching
“soft skills” like work ethics, interview skills and safety
certification. Work placements take place Wednesday
to Friday in restaurants like Moxie's, Montana's and the
Pickle Barrel. On Saturdays students attend kitchen labs at
Humber to learn technical skills.

“The restaurants have been amazing, treating this like
any other student placement and holding the students
accountable to the same standards,” says Moore. “Students
are given a little more patience and time. Managers make
sure the student understands what's expected.”

Student Scott MacHattie, via email, says the program
gives him a “real sense of purpose and accomplishment,”
and he “looks forward to employment in the culinary field.”
His father Ross notes the “program is a game changer for
these adults. ~ROBERT WHITE

2,770

ESTIMATED NUMBER
OF HOMELESS
PEOPLE LIVING IN
VANCOUVER (2014
METRO VANCOUVER
HOMELESS COUNT)

SHOEme staff volunteers at the Union Gospel Mission.

Vancouver’s homeless
receive shoes

THIS PAST Valentine’s Day in Vancouver may have
been drab and rainy, but inside Union Gospel
Mission’s (UGM) Downtown Eastside location, the
excitement and good feelings beat the weather. For
the second year, the Vancouver-based online start-up
shoe store SHOEme donated 200 pairs of brand new
shoes and socks to those struggling with poverty,
homelessness and addiction.

“Wherever we have our company we want to impact
that community. Because we employ people in Toronto
and Vancouver we’re looking to do this annually. The
impact on the community is just outstanding, which is
why it was such a success,” says SHOEme’s co-founder
and chief revenue officer Sean Clark.

Making the donations on Valentine’s Day was
symbolism at its best. “For us, Valentine’s Day is a day
where you show appreciation to your loved ones. We
wanted to show that love and support to a community
that we know we don’t reach, but would be the most
impacted by the generosity,” Clark explains.

With many of SHOEme’s staff, including Clark,
having volunteered at UGM in the past, the partner-
ship was a natural choice. Matt Hislop, a chaplain on
UGM'’s outreach team, says the day was significant
for a group of people whose main transportation is
walking. The day also doubled as a shoe exchange,
allowing those whose shoes could be reused to
donate them to UGM’s clothing room, continuing
the cycle of giving.

Approximately 180 men and 20 women from
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside came in from the

rain to receive new shoes. “There’s recognition
within the medical community right now for the
need for foot soaking and foot care because a lot of
diseases and illnesses can develop by coming up
through the feet. I've had to pull the socks off some
of our guests and the sock actually gets attached to
the skin,” says Hislop.

UGM outreach worker Mike Jobin says the impact
of the donation has been huge. “It’s been over two
weeks now and they’re still coming in and saying,
‘Thank you so much.” -JULIE FITZ-GERALD
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NOTE WORTHY

IMMIGRATION BOOSTING
CANADIAN CHURCH

In a recent Maclean's article,
sociologist Reg Bibby says, “The thing
that pumps new life into religion

in Canada has been this mammoth
entrance not only of Muslims, but also
Catholics.” According to a new poll by
the Angus Reid Institute, 30 per cent
of Canadians embrace religion.
Wwww.macleans.ca

RYERSON PRO-LIFE CLUBBANNED
Ryerson University's Student Union
unanimously voted to ban the Ryerson
for Life club, saying they oppose groups
that “promote misogynist views ... and
justifies (sic) sexual assault.” The pro-
life group hoped to engage in dialogue
and advocacy regarding euthanasia
and abortion, as well as help connect
Ryerson students with crisis pregnancy
centres and other support resources.
www.sflryerson.ncln.ca

THE SHACK: THE MOVIE

Canadian author W. Paul Young's
bestselling novel The Shack is now
being made into a movie directed by
Forrest Whittaker. Young first self-
published his book about pain and
redemption in 2007 The book has since
sold 18 million copies. The controversial
story features an African American
woman in the role of God the Father,
an Asian woman as the Holy Spirit and
a young carpenter as Jesus.
WWW.csmonitor.com

UKRAINE OPENING TO GOSPEL
A poll of 1,501 Ukrainians identified the
Church as the most trusted institution
among respondents. Sixty-two per
cent of those surveyed indicated they
trust the Church, while almost one in
four respondents indicated distrust.
Christian aid organizations have stated
repeatedly that the Ukrainian population
has become increasingly receptive to
the gospel as the conflict there has

worsened. WWW.Crossmap.com
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ISJUSTIN BIEBER BECOMING
MORE SERIOUS ABOUT FAITH?
Numerous reports have surfaced
indicating Justin Bieber's public
apologies are part of a return to his
Christian faith. Bieber has been seen
attending services at Hillsong's L.A.
and New York campuses, and was
reportedly baptized by Hillsong pastor
Carl Lentz over the summer.
www.christianitytoday.com

CHINA'S ONE-CHILD ENFORCERS
TRY SOFTER APPROACH

China's notorious National Health and
Family Planning Commission is piloting
the idea of using “family-planning
officials” to help teach parenting skills.
Although the program is small, with only
69 workers assigned to the pilot, officials
say it could overhaul the commission’s
role. The project was sparked in part by
recent international outcries over the
commission’s infamous use of forced
abortions to enforce China’s one-child
policy. www.economist.com

CHRISTIAN MEDIA HAS DIVERSE
CONSUMER BASE

According to a recent study released
at the 2015 National Religious
Broadcasters Convention, almost
one-third of people who consume
Christian media are unchurched.
Among its findings, the study of 3,261
Americans noted that 40 per cent

of respondents had seen a Christian
movie in the past year, including 1 per
cent of respondents with no religious
affiliation. www.christianitytoday.com
—CRAIG MACARTNEY

Bible college changes lives
in Canora

THEKEY FIRST Nation Reserve near Canora, Sask., is
much different today than it was 15 years ago when First
Nations pastors Allan and Carole O'Soup returned to the
area and established Almond Tree Ministries

“God placed a vision in our hearts to start a training
centre to make disciples, and so we came back to my
reservation and leased land alongside it. This is where
we started our church, Bible N
college and Christian school,”
explains Allan.

Almond Tree Christian
Academy is Carole’s
passion and operates on
an Accelerated Christian
Education (ACE) program,

a curriculum that allows
students to work at their own
pace. With 20 students enrolled from kindergarten to
Grade 12, the school has become a source of refuge and
stability for many of the children. “I saw how Christian
education changed our two boys and made them
successful,” Carole says. “Many children around here had a
lot of problems, and it was one way of reaching the young
people and teaching them godly principles.”

Eight years ago Allan and Carole took their vision
further, launching Almond Tree Ministries Bible Institute
(ATMBI). It offers courses in three-week blocks on the
Pentateuch, Acts, Hebrews, Romans, the Holy Spirit,
counselling and healing. The courses are accepted
for credit by Faith Alive Bible College in Saskatoon,
an accredited Bible school. Allan says many students
complete ATMBI's two-year diploma program before
going on to earn their degrees.

Roxanne Brass and Jamie Desjarlais, both ATMBI
graduates and ordained ministers, had very different
lives prior to the planting of Aimond Tree Ministries.
With addictions leading them down paths of self-
destruction, they became Christians and now help
dozens of others in similar situations.

Sid Keshane — an ATMBI graduate, outreach pastor
and addiction counsellor with Aimaond Tree Ministries —
was an abusive husband addicted to drugs and alcohol.
He spent six months in Regina Provincial Correctional
Centre, one of the many jails where Allan does prison
ministry, before becoming a Christian and transforming
his life. These are just a few examples of the positive
change occurring, say the 0'Soups. -JULIE FITZ-GERALD

Ly

Allan and Carole 0'Soup

k Visit www.faithtoday.ca/KingdomMatters for more. Have a story to
share? editor@faithtoday.ca
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SOURCE: ONLINE SURVEY OF 3,041 CANADIAN ADULTS CONDUCTED IN MARCH 2015 BY THE ANGUS REID INSTITUTE

BY THE NUMBERS

How Canadians view religion

A new Angus Reid Institute study asked Canadians how they feel — positive, neutral or
negative — about 10 different religious groups

TOP FIVE RELIGIONS VIEWED MOST POSITIVELY BY CANADIANS
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PERSONAL OPINION

51% ‘b
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THE GATHERING PLACE

© BRUCEJ.CLEMENGER

Advancing religious freedom

Several recent court cases are ¢ arlfymg the scope Of our TellglOUS freedom

t's been a busy year so far for
religious freedom issues at
Canadian courts, including two

judgment on the Nova Scotia Bar-
risters’ Society policy to refuse any
law students with degrees from

reason, including sexual orienta-
tion, also violate the covenant.
The judge in the case noted there

decisions by the Supreme Court ~ Trinity Western University’s(TWU) ~ The judge was no evidence TWU graduates
of Canada. Each of these court de-  proposed law school. concluded would not be properly qualified to
cisions gives more definition to The Barristers’ Society objects to that learn mg practise law, nor that they would be
how the courts understand reli- TWU’s Community Covenant, . . . more likely to discriminate on the
. : ) : . ina Christian . o
gious freedom and the intersection ~ which sets out what it means to . basis of sexual orientation than
of religion and public life. Two fo-  work and study in this Christian _en vironment graduates of other law schools. The
cused specifically on the freedoms  educational community. TWU Isan TWU Covenant breaks no laws or
of religious communities and the students are asked to adhere to a  @Xpr ession human rightslegislationin B.C., and
important role communities play  code of behaviour in keeping with O_f re]igigus the judge concluded that learning in
in the expression of religion. the religious vision of life that ani- freedo m. a Christian environment is an ex-
The Supreme Court of Nova mates the university. The covenant pression of religious freedom. “Re-
Scotia strongly affirmed the free-  prohibits sexual intimacy outside quiring a person to give up that right
dom of religious organizations to  of marriage between a man and a in order to get his or her profession-
maintain their religious identity ~woman. Harassment, bullying and al education recognized is an in-
and serve the public good in its disrespectful behaviour for any fringement of religious freedom.”
NewsrROM THE EFC
Saguenay casedecided  casein everyday language by erc  Doctors’ freedom of Responding to changes
A Supreme Court decision in President Bruce J. Clemenger,at  consciencetogotocourt insexeducation

April in the Saguenay case
considered the place for religious
observance in state-sponsored
events and gatherings. Details,
including an introduction to the

b
EFC

The Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada

Find out about news stories
like these and more at
www.theEFC.ca/socialissues.

Learn how to take action on
the issues you care about at
www.theEFC.ca/takeaction.

u Visit Faith Today and

the EFC on Facebook
and Twitter for breaking news, great
links and lively discussion.
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www.theEFC.ca/Saguenay.

Religious freedom
affirmedin Loyola case
A Supreme Court decision in
March in the Loyola High School
case is good news for faith-based
schools and also churches and
other religious ministries. The
case, including a legal intervention
by the EFC, considered whether
private religious schools can be
compelled to teach a provincial
religion and ethics curriculum
from a nonreligious perspective.
The result is a “strong affirmation
of religious freedom,” says EFC
President Bruce J. Clemenger.
Read his thoughts on what

it all means for Canadian
Christians at www.theEFC.ca/

LoyolaCommentary.

Please pray for the Christian
Medical and Dental Society,

an EFC affiliate ministry
organization, which announced
in March it is going to court to
defend the conscience rights of
medical professionals. Details at
www.cmdscanada.org,

Freedom of conscience is being
challenged by medical bodies
in Saskatchewan and Ontario,
which have developed policies
that require doctors to provide
referrals, and in some situations
undertake procedures, that might
violate their conscience and/or
religious beliefs.

The EFC argues that doctors
who don't offer certain pro-
cedures are not discriminating as
long as all patients are treated
the same.

Ontario released its new

Health and Physical Education
curriculum in February, which
outlines a new sexual education
component for the province's
public and Catholic schoals, to
be implemented in September.
The EFC offers a webpage of
advice, sample letters and other
resources on this issue at www.
theEFC.ca/OntarioPE2015.

EFC denominational
leaders meet

Leaders of EFC affiliate
denominations (www.theEFC.ca/

denominations ) met in April.

These peer-led meetings, which
include EFC President Bruce J.
Clemenger, are held twice a year
to discuss common concerns and
make time to pray together.
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The judge also said government
or quasi-government bodies such as
law societies cannot coerce private
institutions to conform to the be-
liefs of others about sexuality and
marriage. He said the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms can-
not be used as a “tool in the hands
of the state to enforce moral con-
formity with approved values.” It is
not the role of the government, he
said, “to create a moral melting pot.”

This court decision affirms that
at the heart of a secular society is
the freedom of religious commun-
ities to exist and flourish, to
self-define their own character and

ethos. Doing so is a form of reli-
gious expression.

This principle of respect for re-
ligious communities is echoed in
the Supreme Court of Canada’s
recent Loyola decision that found
it was wrong for Quebec to require

Webinar series launches
EFC webinars are short midday
meetings that anyone can connect

a Catholic high school to teach
parts of Quebec’s curriculum on
religion and ethics from a secular
perspective.

The Court said a secular state
“does not — and cannot — interfere
with the beliefs or practices of a
religious group unless they con-
flict with or harm overriding
public interests.” The majority also
said: “A secular state respects reli-
gious differences ... does not seek
to extinguish them” and “affirms
and recognizes the religious free-
dom of individuals and their
communities.”

A secular society, the way the
courts are interpreting it, respects
and accommodates religious differ-
ences. In this understanding, being
secular means being nonsectarian.
It is a way of managing religious
diversity while being guided by
public principles that all can affirm

In the cases
of TWU and
Loyola, the
court found
government
bodies were
imposing
secularism
on Christian
institutions.

from their respective set of beliefs.

Government bodies violate their
mandate when they require reli-
gious communities to be them-
selves secular and adopt secular
values. In the cases of TWU and
Loyola, the court found govern-
ment bodies were imposing secu-
larism on Christian institutions.

The EFC intervened in both
these cases, and going forward it
will be important for groups to
continue to be active in the courts
and promote religious freedom,
especially as our society becomes
increasingly secular. In the mean-
time, the recognition of the im-
portant role religious communities
play in the lives of people of faith
is good news. /FT

Bruce J. Clemenger is president of

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
Please pray for our work. You can follow us on
Twitter @theEFC and support us financially at

www.theEFC.ca/donate or toll-free 1-866-302-3362.

to via computer, telephone or
mobile device. Learn about crucial
issues in a short interview with

an expert, then contribute to a
live question-and-answer session.
The EFC's April webinar featured
EFC President Bruce J. Clemenger
discussing the topic of euthanasia.
See www.theEFC.ca/webinars.

National Forum for Leadersin
Christian Higher Education,

May 25-27 Winnipeg

Ontario Prayer Breakfast,

June 3, Toronto

Christian Medical and Dental
Society National Conference,

June 11-14, Calgary

Write Canada, June 11-13, Toronto
www.theEFC.ca/calendar

Over the past few issues, Faith
Today has been introducing
members of the board of directors
of our publisher, The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada (listed

at www.theEFC.ca/board). We
continue with Larry Wilson,
director of First Nations Alliance
Churches in Canada, a network of
Aboriginal churches associated with
the Christian & Missionary Alliance.

FT: What made you want to sit
on the EFC board?

LW: I was invited to do so and
felt that it would be a great
opportunity to serve God and the
evangelical community at large
by participating in a leadership
role. Also, as an Aboriginal, |

feel First Nations people need

to engage at the leadership

level so our voice can be heard.
Non-Aboriginal people need to
hear our perspective on things,
and need to be encouraged and
challenged by our values.

FT: What's the most important
thing the EFC is doing these days,
in your opinion?

LW: The EFC's very existence

has a powerful impact on our
nation and the world. The EFC
gives Christian communities and
individuals opportunity to make
their concerns and voices known
in places where they cannot go.
FT: What's the biggest challenge
facing Canada right now?

LW: The decline of Judeo-Christian
values caused by greed,
selfishness, and a growing

Larry Wilson says the EFC gives
Christian communities and
individuals opportunity to make
their concerns and voices known.

ignorance and rejection of biblical
truth. Multiculturalism not only
brings people together, but
creates a broader spectrum of
beliefs that are not biblical.

FT: Thank you, Larry. May God
bless you and your ministry. /FT
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QUESTION &

ANSWER

Leading

fromaplace
of humility

David Hearn is president of the
Christian & Missionary Alliance in
Canada, a movement of churches
seeking to be “transformed by Christ,
transforming Canada and the world.”

What is the mission that drives the

Alliance?
We'd sum it up in three phrases — a
Christ-centred, spirit-empowered
and mission-focused movement.
That catch line echoes the heart of
the founder of the Christian &
Missionary Alliance.

How do you view the Alliance within

the fabric of the Canadian Christian
community?
I think that we are a denomination
able to bring partners together. We
work well with a number of de-
nominations on some common
things we believe make a difference
in the world, like our missionary
work taking the Good News to least-
reached people groups. The Alliance
is also very concerned about justice
and compassion. In Canada we
would be catalytic for Defend
Dignity, which has really been work-
ing with others in the area of human
trafficking. We also work on immi-
gration issues. We bring people
together and move some of those
significant causes forward.

When youthink of Canadian Christianity
as a whole, what is your prognosis?

I think God graciously drives de-
nominations and their leaders to
desperation. We meet now more
than ever as denominational lead-
ers in Canada because we're all
looking at the same reality of
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ALLIANCE CHURCHES
IN CANADA

churches declining in Canada. It’s
helping us break down denomina-
tional barriers.

In the Maritimes we co-hired a
church planter with the Mennonite
Brethren. We don’t care what flag
they carry. We are concerned with
the Church growing and develop-
ing. God-given desperation drives
us to more profound unity. What I
hear and see in our churches is that
when you accept a model of busi-
ness as usual, you get usual busi-
ness. People are not satisfied with
usual business. The exodus of our
20-somethings is pushing this.
They aren’t disillusioned with
Christ - they are disillusioned with
what they see as the stagnant na-
ture of our Church.

How do you take care of yourself in
the midst of such a busy job?

I take that really seriously. I re-
member in a quiet moment with
God, looking into a mirror, and
saying, “What have I done?” I re-

mind myself every day that the
denomination doesn’t need me, it
needs God. He is the vine, and my
role is to be a faithful branch. I
make sure I'm taking time to be
still. I go away on retreats. Silent
retreats are painful for me, but they
breathe life into my soul.

What leadership book do you recom-

mend most often?
Strengthening the Soul of Your
Leadership: Seeking God in the Cru-
cible of Ministry by Ruth Haley
Barton (IVP Books, 2008).

What is your best leadership advice?
Leading from a place of humility, a
place of a surrendered life, is really
the best kind of leadership you can
offer. Take the things of God ex-
tremely seriously and live in a
posture of not becoming overly
enamoured of your own stuff. /FT

The Christian & Missionary Alliance (www.
¢macan.org is a denominational affiliate of
the EFC (www.theEFC.ca/Affiliates). Find more

Q&As at www.faithtoday.ca/QandA

PHOTO: JAY KEATING
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AT ISSUE

Pro-life campus groups

There are approximately 35 pro-life groups on university
campuses across Canada. Many of them struggle to survive
in a hostile environment. What is the problem?

n early March of this year, Go
Life, the pro-life group at Ed-
monton’s University of Alberta,
planned a pro-life event. It did
not go well. An angry group of 50 or
so students confronted the pro-life
students and “forcibly shut down a
pro-life display though obstruction
and destruction,” explains John
Carpay of the Justice Centre for
Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF).
In 2010, The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada published Pro-Life
Clubs and the Law, a guide for groups
facing discriminatory action.
“Across Canada’s university campus-
es, pro-life clubs are being censored
and discriminated against by univer-
sities and student unions. Often, the
clubs will be denied official club
status and thus stripped of funding
and access to facilities, or in extreme
cases, club members will face disci-
plinary hearings,” says the report.
“It continues to be an issue,” says
Rebecca Richmond, executive dir-
ector of National Campus Life Net-
work (NCLN), a loose umbrella or-
ganization of campus pro-life groups
across Canada. “It’s really become a
situation of bullying on campus. It
does make things challenging.”
Sometimes, says Richmond,
these challenges provide a greater
opportunity to raise awareness.

What canyou do...

“We've seen more people come
across to the pro-life message when
they don’t see a group give up.”

Carpay believes what pro-life
groups on campus are actually fight-
ing is a fundamental shift in under-
standing what free speech means.

“What I hear frequently today is,
‘You can't say that. You should not
be able to say that because it’s hurtful
and offensive,” says Carpay. “They
really are of the view that they are
entitled to shut down speech that
they disagree with.”

But, “There are so many campuses
that don’t have problems,” reminds
Richmond. And NCLN believes that
there is nowhere more important
than on a university campus for the
pro-life message to be heard.

“We want to reach women who
are vulnerable to abortion. That is
the university demographic. These
are also the future leaders of our
country. Most of them haven’t
engaged on the abortion issue be-
fore. It’s an uncomfortable issue
especially when many of them
have personal connections to it,”
says Richmond.

“We’ve had people say they've
never heard the pro-life message
before seeing our information.
They really have never fully con-
sidered the abortion issue.” /FT

Visit www.ncln.cato find out more about the pro-life movement in Canadian
universities and high schools. The site includes links to groups, news and
resources. If you live in a city with a university, find out if they have a pro-life
group. See if you can support them in practical ways. For mare about the
abortion situation in Canada, visit www.theEFC.ca/Sociallssues.

“We are not

a religious
organization.

We defend
Charter freedoms.
The people whose
Charter freedoms
are being
violated the most
frequently are
more often than
not pro-lifers or
Christians.”

-JOHN CARPAY, Justice Centre
for Constitutional Freedoms

NUMBER OF CAMPUS
PRO-LIFE GROUPS
ACROSS CANADA
(NCLN]

NUMBER OF
ABORTION FACILITIES
IN CANADA (WWW.

— “We've had people
say they've
never heard the
pro-life message
before seeing our
weomsce information.”
WOMEN WHO HAVE ~REBECCA RICHMOND, National
ABORTIONS tuiw, Campus Life Network

Please pray for the public policy work of

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. You
can also support it financially at www.theEFC.ca/
donate or toll-free 1-866-302-3362. Read more of
these columns at www.faithtoday.ca/Atlssue.
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HISTORY LESSON

=/ KEVINFLATT

Tragedy and heroism in Halifax

The Christian community rallied when disaster struck

ust before 9:05 a.m. on the

morning of December 6, 1917,

the largest man-made explo-

sion up to that point in history
tore through Halifax. The Mont-
Blanc, a French munitions ship
packed with explosives, caught fire
after a collision in the harbour and
ran aground at Pier 6. Within min-
utes, 2.5 km?* of the city had been
flattened by the blast and the ensu-
ing tsunami. Part of the Mont-Blanc’s
anchor, weighing 450 kg, was
thrown through the air and landed
over 3 km away.

The tragedy was the result of a
series of mistakes and miscom-
munications between the Mont-
Blanc, entering the harbour, and a
departing Norwegian ship, the
Imo. Halifax was a busy wartime
port. The safe passage of ships into
and out of the harbour was gov-
erned by careful protocols, but
somehow the Imo collided with
the Mont-Blanc causing the fire
that triggered the catastrophic
explosion. Final responsibility for
the collision was hotly disputed
for years in the courts, though it
seems both ships made serious
errors in navigational judgment.

The consequences were severe.
More than 1,600 people were killed
in the initial explosion, with the
total death toll eventually reaching
closer to 2,000. Another 9,000 or so
were injured, many seriously. The
explosion rendered 6,000 Haligon-
ians homeless and left another
25,000 — about half the city’s popu-
lation — without proper shelter.

An enormous relief effort ensued.
Firefighters, together with nearby
survivors including railway workers,
were among the first to help. Troops
stationed in the city were initially
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Train
dispatcher
Vince
Coleman
consciously
forfeited
his chance
to escape
danger

by staying
behind to
warn ap-
proaching
trains to
stay out of
the city.

HALIFAX'S
POPULATION IN 1917
(WWW.CBC.CA

sent to defensive positions due to
confusion about the source of the
explosion — many feared a German
attack — but as the true cause of the
disaster became clear, they soon
contributed to the work. British and
American naval vessels, some of
which had heard the blast from sea,
arrived within hours.

Over the following days, the
need for shelter, medical personnel
and supplies became pressing.
These needs were largely met by
help from surrounding commun-
ities, which sent trains loaded with
supplies and personnel to set up
emergency shelters and makeshift
hospitals. The people of Boston and
the state of Massachusetts distin-
guished themselves by sending a
relief train under the leadership of
A.C. “Cap” Ratshesky of the Massa-
chusetts Public Safety Committee.
This train braved a snowstorm and
other obstacles before arriving with
invaluable support for the exhaust-
ed doctors, nurses and other work-
ers labouring in the rubble.

The churches in the affected
area were hard hit. Kaye Street
Methodist lost 167 people; Grove
Presbyterian, 170; St. Mark’s
Anglican, 200; and worst of all, St.
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church
and the attached school lost 494
parishioners and students. In the
following days and hours the sur-
viving clergy of the city were
stretched to the limit comforting
the dying and performing funer-
als. Churches such as Grafton
Methodist were involved in shel-
tering the wounded and homeless
from the winter snows and serving
them hot bowls of soup.

Many of the dead could not be
identified or went unclaimed, ne-

cessitating a large multidenomin-
ational funeral service for them on
December 17. More accurately,
there were two services — a Prot-
estant one led by ministers from
the Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran,
Methodist, Presbyterian and Sal-
vation Army churches, immedi-
ately followed by a Catholic ser-
vice. Whatevertheirdenomination,
the 3,000 mourners in attendance
were united in their grief and
prayers as they sang, “O God, Our
Help in Ages Past” and “Abide
With Me.”

Many of the responses to the
disaster serve as examples of the
self-sacrificial love to which we
aspire as Christians. Writer Laura
MacDonald, for example, recounts
a story of nuns, who despite being
covered in blood and no doubt in a
state of shock themselves, were
directing terrified schoolchildren
to safety. In a more well-known
example (commemorated in a
short “Heritage Minute” film),
train dispatcher Vince Coleman
consciously forfeited his chance to
escape danger by staying behind to
warn approaching trains to stay out
of the city. His last message, typed
out in Morse code, concluded,
“Guess this will be my last message.
Good-bye boys.”

Where was God in the Halifax
disaster? In the heroism of people
like Coleman, and in the less dra-
matic but nevertheless important
contributions made by those nuns,
“Cap” Ratshesky and others, we
catch a glimpse of the kind of re-
sponse He looks for from us. /FT

k Kevin Flatt is associate professor of history
and director of research at Redeemer

University College, Ancaster, Ont. Find more of these

columns at www.faithtoday.ca/HistoryLesson.
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The Christian case
for vaccination

To vaccinate or not has become a surprising debate

ot a Mother’s Day goes by

that I don’t think of Sep-

tember 4, 1996 — the day

my son passed away from
a congenital heart defect. Yet dur-
ing that horrendous time, I remem-
ber feeling grateful that at least he
was being cared for at the world-
class Hospital for Sick Children in
Toronto. What if we had lived in a
country where quality health care
wasn't readily available? I would
have been so desperate.

In May and June we celebrate
motherhood and fatherhood, and
this year I'd ask all of us to think
about those parents worldwide who
are desperate over the health of their
children. Tragically that desperation
often revolves around preventable
diseases. While we in Canada have
the luxury of debating whether or
not to vaccinate our kids, approxi-
mately 145,700 people, mostly
young children, are dying annually
worldwide from measles alone.

Vaccination isn't primarily a sci-
entific debate. No one argues that
vaccines don’t prevent disease.
People argue there is a small chance
vaccines could have negative ef-
fects, including autism. The study
linking autism to vaccines has been
debunked, but it is true that some
people can have a severe reaction
to childhood vaccines — at the rate
of one in a million.

Let’s consider this as another kind
of question - Is it morally right for
Christians to leave their children
unvaccinated? I don’t think so. I
believe it is elevating their children’s
welfare ahead of others. I can’t see
anything Christian about that.

When we refuse to accept a tiny risk on
behalf of our children to prevent a much
greater risk to others, I'm afraid we

violate the gospel.

In pockets of the United States
where many parents forego nee-
dles, a measles outbreak earlier this
year eventually infected 146 people
in seven states. And what about the
immunocompromised? Unvaccin-
ated children put at risk babies who
haven’t received the vaccine, and
also those in their classrooms and
playgrounds who are already fight-
ing serious diseases like cancer.

What about the health of those
in the developing world where ac-
cess to vaccines isn’t guaranteed?
Or where war or economic chaos
could easily disrupt a once success-
ful vaccination program?

We will never be able to eradicate
these diseases unless everyone is
vaccinated. These diseases can’t

1in10

PARENTS WHO DELAY
ORDON'T VACCINATE
THEIR CHILDREN AT
ALL (WWW.IIME.COM)

survive without a host — but as long
as hosts are available, the diseases
will still spread. If there were an-
other outbreak, who would suffer
the most? It wouldn’t be those of us
in North America with great hospi-
tals and superlative medical care. It
would be those in the developing
world where the diseases would
inevitably reach.

Those who choose not to vaccin-
ate are deciding that the minimal
risk to their children matters more
than the much greater risk their
unvaccinated children pose to
others.

When we refuse to accept a tiny
risk on behalf of our children to pre-
vent a much greater risk to others,
I'm afraid we violate the gospel. I
understand being fearful for your
children. But perhaps it is because I
have walked where moms fear to go
that I am determined to do what I
can to prevent other moms from
losing their kids — and that includes
imploring parents to vaccinate.

I know nonvaccinating parents
love their kids — and many love
Jesus too. In fact, religious freedom
has been argued by some Christian
parents in the States as including
the right not to vaccinate. As heart-
felt as their reasoning goes (and it
includes the arguments that par-
ents are the primary caregivers and
therefore decision makers, that
vaccines are unclean and should
not be put in our children’s bodies,
and that it is a matter of protecting
our children from potential harm),
I believe it is our Christian duty to
vaccinate our children.

We have to accept a tiny amount
of risk to the health of our own kids.
It’s the only way to stop these dis-
eases from killing other people’s
children, once and for all. And
those children matter just as much
to Jesus as ours do. /FT

k Sheila Wray Gregoire of Belleville, Ont., is
an author and speaker. Find more of her
columns at www.faithtoday.ca/MessyFaith.
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1 BUSINESS MATTERS

ELDEN WIEBE

The false gods of business

When the marketplace seems omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent

eople of faith working in

the business world often

celebrate the incredible

generative power of cap-
italism, and we enjoy its fruits on
many levels. Yet we also need to be
careful — even vigilant — because
the world of business is fraught
with what the Bible refers to as
false gods.

These are forces that can claim
our allegiance, and some are par-
ticularly strong in the marketplace.

The veneration of the market it-
selfis certainly one. Yes, the market
is a useful way to exchange goods.
However, in many contexts the
market has been defended as the
only viable mechanism for achiev-
ing all good things.

That way of thinking ends up
accepting the market as an end in
itself instead of seeing itas a tool to
serve others. Even Christians can
find themselves thinking and talk-
ing about the market as though it
had godlike attributes.

For example, how many of us
think of the economy as all knowing
— something that “knows what we
need, what we want, how much we
should pay for it, and how much we
should get paid for selling to others”?
(Jim Wallis, Rediscovering Values: On
Wall Street, Main Street, and Your
Street, Howard Books, 2010).

We also sometimes think and act
as though the market is all powerful,
able to transform any aspect of cre-
ation into commodities and achieve

things we once only dreamed of.

It can seem as though the market
is becoming present in all places as it
is applied to more and more areas of
our lives that were once well outside
its realm, especially in education,
family, health care and museums.
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While we work in the market,
we also need to resist idolizing it.
Isn’t it critical that we bring the
market into submission to the
Lord instead of finding ourselves
serving the market as though it
truly were omniscient, omnipo-
tent and omnipresent?

Another faith challenge specific
to the business world is seeing vices
treated like virtues and virtues as
though they were vices.

Many of us recognize vices
treated as virtues when we find

Instead of accepting that our selfish
pursuits will lead to the common good,
we need to cultivate the biblical under-
standing of providence.

THE WORLD SAYS:
“YOU HAVE NEEDS -
SATISFY THEM. DON'T
HESITATE; INDEED,
EXPAND YOUR
NEEDS AND DEMAND
MORE." THIS IS THE
WORLDLY DOCTRINE
OF TODAY. AND THEY
BELIEVE THAT THIS
IS FREEDOM. THE
RESULT FOR THE
RICHIS ISOLATION
AND SUICIDE, FOR
THE POOR, ENVY AND
MURDER.

- FYODOR
DOSTQOYEVSKY,
THE BROTHERS
KARAMAZOV (1880)

people assuming “greed is good.”
Greed, so the thinking goes, fuels
the economy, and since the econ-
omy is of ultimate importance and
our success is measured by greater
wealth and material goods, greed
is in fact good.

But the Scriptures remind us
that greed is actually idolatry — it
puts something else in the place of
God. Colossians 3:5—-6 reminds us
that we are to put to death the sinful
nature, which includes greed, and
that it is because of such things that
the wrath of God is coming.

So greed is not good — and nei-
ther is the economy of ultimate
importance. Nor should success
be defined by the accumulation of
wealth (see the Beatitudes in
Matthew 5:3-12).

Virtues being treated as vices is
often more subtle. How many Can-
adians assume the pursuit of our
own interests, desires, wants, needs
and greed will lead to the benefit of

society as a whole? We act as though
these are our main obligations, and
we tell ourselves that’s okay because
our own spending benefits the
economy and thus others.

This is the metaphor of the “in-
visible hand,” taken from the writ-
ings of economist Adam Smith, a
sort of non-religious version of the
idea of divine providence. It is often
used to justify pursuing self-inter-
est because of the unintended good
social and economic side effects
that can result.

But instead of accepting that
our selfish pursuits will lead to the
common good, we need to culti-
vate the biblical understanding of
providence.

Providence is not simply a matter
of God mysteriously taking care of
things, but rather God inviting us
and moving in us to participate in
His care for all of His creation.

Theologian Scott Bader-Saye
notes that as we redefine the idea of
providence as the invisible hand, it
becomes all too easy “not to engage
in practices of generosity, not to
follow the self-giving path of the
cross, not to put the needs of others
before one’s own.” It actually dimin-
ishes “a courageous and patient life
of Christian discipleship” (Scott
Bader-Saye, Following Jesus in a Cul-
ture of Fear, Brazos Press, 2007).

This is cerWtheendto the
list of gods in business, but it gives
us a sense of what to be vigilant
about. Business can be done in such
a way as to serve and bring glory to
the living God. But it means being
heedful about who truly is Lord. /FT

k Elden Wiebe of Edmonton is dean and
associate professor of management at the

Leder School of Business at The King's University.

Find more of these columns at www.faithtoday.ca/

BusinessMatters.
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GLOBAL VILLAGE

IRANCONTINUES HARSH
TREATMENT OF CONVERTS
DESPITE HOPES THAT Iranian president
Hassan Rouhani would soften the
regime’s attitude toward Christians,
their treatment continues to be as
harsh as it was before his election
two years ago.

A British all-party parliamentary
report, The Persecution of
Christians in Iran, documents
arrests, torture, imprisonment,
discrimination in employment and
education, appropriation of property,
extortionate bail demands, and
many other forms of persecution
of Christians and other religious
minorities in the last two years.

During his election campaign
Rouhani reportedly said that “all
ethnicities, all religions, even religious
minorities, must feel justice.” But the
March 2015 report says Iran’s human
rights record, if anything, has gotten
worse. The worst forms of persecution
are reserved for those who have
converted to Christianity from Islam.

The government has not granted
a licence for establishing a new
church organization or allowed the
construction of any church building
since the 1979 revolution. Church
attendance is illegal for those from a
Muslim background, and services may
only be conducted in the minority
languages of Assyrian or Armenian,
not the majority Persian.

Witnesses reported raids of house
churches, threats of execution and
other psychological torture. Many
Christians are fleeing Iran as a result.
But despite the persecution, Iranians
are still converting to Christianity,
some in reaction to the harsh regime.

The report recommends the
U.K. puts pressure on Iran, and that
international Persian language media
networks broadcast stories about
discrimination. It also supports the
renewal of the mandate of the United
Nations special rapporteur on Human
Rights in Iran, Ahmed Shaheed.
~WWW.CHRISTIANSINPARLIAMENT.ORG.UK

DEBRA FIEGUTH

Karl deSouza of Jews for Jesus Canada shares the gospel in Paris. He's on assignment
there for three years (www.jewsforjesus.ca).

KENYANS GRIEVE ATTACK
KENYANS OBSERVED a grievous Easter
this year after the Maundy Thursday
slaughter of 147 people at Garissa
University College, 370 km northeast
of Nairobi.

During a 15-hour siege, four masked
Al-Shabaab terrorists separated
Christians from Muslims, gunning down
Christians in the chapel, study halls and
dormitories. Terrified students hid in
closets and dorm rooms.

One student, Gitonga Ng'ang’a,
reports he hid under his bed and prayed
as the gunmen entered his room. He
believes God, not luck, let him escape
“from the claws of the enemy.”

Aiah Foday-Khabenje, general
secretary of the Association of
Evangelicals in Africa, condemned the
attacks and pointed to how, in Easter,
“We experience the mystery of evil
and the miracle of triumph over evil.”

Godfrey Yogarajah, executive director
of the World Evangelical Alliance’s
Religious Liberty Commission, expressed
“a loss of words. This deep sorrow
should impel us to defeat terrorism in
Africa, the Middle East and elsewhere.”

Kenya shares a porous border with
Somalia, home of Al-Shabaab. The
group killed 400 Kenyans and injured
more than 1,000 between 2011 and
2014, including an attack at Nairobi's
Westgate Mall in 2013 which left at
least 67 dead and 175 wounded.
—~EURONEWS, BBC, AEA, WEA

BONHOEFFER'S LEGACY
SEVENTY YEARS AFTER his execution
by the Nazis for participatingin a
plot to assassinate Hitler, Lutheran
pastor and writer Dietrich Bonhoeffer
still inspires. A new book, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer's Ecumenical Quest by
British historian Keith Clements
(World Council of Churches, 2015), was
launched in Geneva, Switzerland, this
spring. Clements says Bonhoeffer's
message to embrace the world's
“struggles and perplexities” instead of
isolating yourself still stands.
Bonhoeffer was just 39 when he was
hanged. His books, especially The Cost
of Discipleship (1937), remain popular.
~WWW.O0IKOUMENE.ORG

Debra Fieguth of Kingston, Ont., is a senior
writer at Faith Today.

Let us unite
in prayer
for the
persecuted
church, in
the spirit

of oneness
that Christ
commanded
us. For, if
one suffers,
we all suffer.
—Godfrey
Yogarajah,
executive
director of the
Religious Liberty
Commission,

World Evangel-

ical Alliance
WWWWORLDEA.ORG
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Do you believeit?

Truth and partial truth have consequences

uess what these five state-
ments have in common:
(1) On December 14, 2012,
there was a massacre at the
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut. (2) Neil
Armstrong walked on the moon on
July 20,1969. (3) The Boston Mara-
thon was bombed on April 15, 2013.
(4) Six million Jews died in the
Nazi Holocaust during the Second
World War. (5) Muslims terrorists
flew planes into the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001.

All five are viewed as false by
various conspiracy theorists. They
argue these events never happened
or have been radically misinter-
preted. Some say 9/11 was a U.S.
government plot and the Boston
Marathon bombing was a hoax,
carried out by forces in the U.S.
government with the help of the
media elite.

All of these conspiracy theories
are tied into complex webs that
include religious belief. Swami
Prabhupada, founder of the Hare
Krishna movement, denied the
moon landing because the Hindu
scriptures teach that the moon is
too far away from earth for Arm-
strong to land there. Holocaust
denial is a standard part of anti-
Semitic ideology, either from the
extreme Christian right or from
extreme Muslims. Some Republic-
an Christians teach that events at
Sandy Hook and the Boston Mara-
thon are hoaxes designed by God-
hating and gun-hating Democrats.
Likewise, extremists in the Muslim
world often argue that g/11 was
engineered by Jews and/or Chris-
tians to make Muslims look bad.

If this is not enough for a head-
ache, here are five more conspiracy
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theories, again based in religious
theories: (1) The new pope wor-
ships Satan and will soon control
the Pentecostal and charismatic
movements. (2) Mormons worship
Satan in their secret temples. (3)
Masons worship Satan in their 33rd
degree rituals. (4) Witches worship
Satan in their secret coven cere-
monies. (5) The Illuminati worship
Satan and control the leadership of
the Masons, witches, Mormons
and Catholics.

I hope readers recognize the
falsity of all ten theories. What
complicates the matter, however,
are the following realities. Some
Christians do accept at least some
of these wild views. Former Monc-
ton schoolteacher Malcolm Ross
advanced Holocaust denial in the
name of Jesus. Ed Decker, a Chris-
tian author, promotes the view that
Mormons worship Satan. I first
heard the view that the Sandy Hook
killings were a hoax from a group
of Christian leaders. Various right-
wing Christians use the Bible and
prophecy to attack Pope Francis,
Pentecostals and charismatics, all
in a triple play doomsday scenario.

There are further complications.
First, conspiracy theories cannot be
refuted simply by claiming, “That’s
crazy, or “I saw Neil Armstrong land
on the moon with my own eyes,” or
“Everyone knows Mormons don’t
worship Satan,” or “History shows
the Holocaust is real.” On the latter,
I spent hours talking with Malcolm
Ross about the undeniable evidence
for the Holocaust. He just got mad
at me and refused to talk.

If you tell Prabhupada’s followers
that Armstronglanded on the moon,
they will tell you that you should
trust Hindu scripture over Holly-

We can

let partial
truths

lead us to
dangerous
conclusions.

6-28

PERCENTAGE OF
PEOPLE WHO THINK
THE APOLLO MOON
LANDINGS WERE
FAKED

ACCORDING TO POLLS
OF AMERICANS (GALLUP,
TIME/CNN), RUSSIANS
(PUBLIC OPINION
FOUNDATION] AND
BRITONS (ENGINEERING
AND TECHNOLOGY
MAGAZINE)

wood fiction. If you tell extreme
Muslims that 9/11 was an attack by
Muslim terrorists, they will tell you
Bush planned it all to get at the oil
in Iraq. A Muslim cab driver in
Morocco told me a couple of years
ago thatthe U.S. government did not
even use American soldiers in the
Gulf War. They were Mexicans.

The whole topic of conspiracy is
also messy because we all know that
in our fallen world there are real
cover-ups (think Edward Snowden)
and real conspiracies (the CIA mind
control experiments at McGill).
Satan is the deceiver and he uses
lies, half-truths and even full truths
to blind us and seduce us.

As well, we can let partial truths
lead us to dangerous conclusions.
The fact that most terrorists are
Muslims does not mean all Muslims
are dangerous, the fact that most
Mormons are wonderful people
does not mean that Mormonism is
true, the fact that Prabhupada was
wrong about the moon landing does
not mean he was wrong on every-
thing, just like the fact that witches
do not believe in Satan does not
make witchcraft a great path.

Likewise, affirming that the
Sandy Hook massacre was real or
that the Boston Marathon bombing
was real does not mean that media
never distorts.

Last November I was accused of
being a spy for Scientology. The
totally crazy theory cost me some
grief (a few ex-Scientology friends
adopted the idea for a day or two)
and a lot of time answering blog
posts because of deep-seated para-
noia in the ex-member world. What
this and other conspiracy theories
prove more than anything is that
ideas have consequences. Given
human sin and folly, we need to
take care about truth. /FT

k James A. Beverley is professor of Christian
thought and ethics at Tyndale Seminary

in Toronto. Find more of these columns at

www.faithtoday.ca/ReligionWatch.
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¢ THE EFC

Bruce Clemenger, President of the EFC, with lawyer Geoffrey Trotter, at the Supreme Court
of Canada for the Carter case on euthanasia and assisted suicide.

EFC lawyer Albertos Polizogopoulos with Bruce Clemenger at the Supreme Court for the Saguenay
case on whether there is a place for religious observance in state-sponsored events.
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TO CONTINUE BEING A VOICE
OF BIBLICAL TRUTH

» IN THE COURTS,
» TO GOVERNMENT,
» AND TO OUR CULTURE?

The EFC is an active and respected participant
among Canada’s top thinkers and lawmakers.
Our staff work right at Parliament Hill to
positively influence public policy for the
Kingdom and for the good of all Canadians.

In the last 12 months the EFC strategically
brought biblical principles to bear on
issues, such as:

» assisted suicide laws (now even more
urgent after the Supreme Court struck
down the old laws)

» freedom of doctors to refuse to refer
patients for procedures that go against
their conscience

» freedom for public prayer and
other religious expression, even at
government-sponsored events

» freedom for Christian schools to teach
from a Christian perspective without
facing discrimination

» prostitution laws (the EFC influenced
the shaping of Canada’s new national
prostitution laws)

These are crucial issues for a healthy
society, and will require more interventions
in the next 12 months.

Would you donate today to
support this public policy work,
as well as our work providing
groundbreaking research and
partnership facilitation for
Christian ministries across Canada?

Please use the reply card and the
envelope attached to this page, or
visit or
call us today at 1-866-302-3362.
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MARGARET SOMERVILLE is a professor in both the faculties
of law and medicine at McGill University in Montreal and
founding director of the McGill Centre for Medicine, Ethics
and Law. She is a prolific — and outspoken — speaker and
writer on issues of ethics in today’s Canada, including
unpopular stands on same-sex marriage, abortion and
most recently euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide.
Her critics condemn her because she “sounds religious.”
In a conversation with Faith Today, Somerville answers
that charge, shares what religious people do wrong in the
public square, and the must-haves in legislation around

euthanasia in Canada.

Faith Today: At times you seem to
be a lone voice in the wilderness,
presenting a “conservative” ethical
voice on issues like euthanasia. And
you've been dismissed and ridiculed
by some as having a hidden religious
agenda. Is this a lonely place to be?
Margaret Somerville: I've got this
new book coming out, Bird on an
Ethics Wire: Battles About Values in the
Culture Wars (McGill-Queen’s University
Press, 2015), and the first sentence is,
“There is a cartoon and it is a wire and all
these birds are on this wire, and they are
all facing you except one who has its back
to you. I know how that bird feels.”
Although I'm much more on the same
values track generally as people who are
religious, I don't feel I necessarily am one
of them. I don’t know if I'm religious. I
guess I am. I go to mass on Sunday, but for
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BIRD on an
ETHICS WIRE

30 years I didn’t. I have a friend
who is an Anglican woman
priest, and she said, “Oh, just go
to mass, just sit there and let it
wash over you.” I started to do
that a few years ago.

I'was brought up Roman Cath-
olic. It was a routine thing more
than a personal commitment. I
have a theory that were learning about, a
whole new field called epigenetics — that
we have genes for things, for certain be-
haviours, but you have to have an environ-
mental trigger to activate the gene. I
wouldn’t be surprised if we had a gene for
spirituality and we need some kind of
immersion into spirituality as a child to
have that full capacity.

I'm not a genetic reductionist. I don’t
believe that all we are is a gene machine.
I see them more as instruments that can
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THE FT INTERVIEW

help you do the things that can make life
as fulfilling as possible. Some people then
say, “I didn’t have anything [spiritually] as
a child” I don’t think that excludes you.
But when we find a phenomenon that is
universally experienced, over a long per-
iod of time and age groups and genera-
tions, you have to think that is something.
FT: Christians might hear that as the “God-sized
hole” inside us that we refer to sometimes.

MS: Yeah, I very much think that. The
other thing along the same lines, only
slightly more poetic, is on Ash Wednesday
we say, “Remember man, thou art dust.”
I translated that differently — “Remember
man, thou art stardust, and to stardust you
will return.” How much more magical. I
see the new science as opening up our
sense of amazement, wonder and awe and
not shutting it down. The more we know,
the more we know we don’t know.

FT: Whether you consider yourself religious
or not, you have been accused of being the
mouthpiece of religious people. How do you
respond?

MS: It’s a strategy of the people who abso-
lutely hate religion. They can't tolerate it.
This “label as religion and dismiss” is a
last-ditch strategy. When they can’t deal
with you in any other way, that’s the way
they deal with you.

Recently I've been writing a lot about
the strategies the pro-euthanasia people
have used. One of them is to say the
people who are against it are religious and
religion has no place in public policy. I
don’t use religious arguments, at all, ever.
That is not the basis of what I look at.

I use run-of-the-mill general philo-
sophical arguments, and sometimes not
in a very sophisticated way, and I get at-
tacked for that too. I'm not trying to talk
to erudite philosophers. I'm trying to talk
to the average person. So many people,
and this is a recurring phenomenon,
come to me and say, “Thank you. I knew
that was what I believed, but I didn’t know
why or how to say it.” That is my job, try-
ing to give the public the words they need
to stand up for what they believe in.

FT: There is this pervasive view that religion
does not belong in the public square. You have
argued that it does.
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MS: It’s not religion in the public square,
it's whether people who are religious have
a voice in the public square. In a secular
society religion is not the base for our
public policy. But to exclude people with
values that may or may not connect with
their religious beliefs is wrong. I argue
that it is antidemocratic.

FT: You've gone on record to say that you think
religious people make mistakes in their public
square strategy. What mistakes?

MS: I think the mistake they make is when
they say in the public square, “I won't
have you do this because it’s against my
religion.” Very often there are some
people who just use an unending series
of Bible quotes. That is wonderful infor-
mation, but it’s in a language that some-
one who is not religious immediately
turns off. T ask people who are religious,
“Who are you trying to convince? Your-
self? The people who agree with you?”
Both of which you don’t need to do. If you
want to convince those who disagree,
what is the language to which they can
relate? It’s certainly not the language that
alienates them from the start.

FT: What does work? You argue from a
nonreligious standpoint and still are accused of
hiding a religious agenda.

MS: That’s because the people don’t want
me to win. And I usually don’t win. Some-
one asked me recently, “Don’t you get
tired of always losing?” I don’t believe we
have an obligation to win. What I believe
is that our obligation is to try to put for-
ward what we believe is right. Then we’ve
done what we need to do.

The language is very important. It is not
religious. It is not incompatible with reli-
gion. I think, coming back to the God-
shaped hole you mentioned earlier, for
example, I wouldn't call it that. I would
say that everybody, unless there is some-
thing terribly wrong, has a deep longing
to do the right thing, even when it may be
in conflict with what they think they want
at that time.

It is very hard to find the words that
will convey what I would call the deep
sense of mystery about who we are, why
we are here and where we are going, other
than through religion.
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Echoing her often “lone voice,” the cover of
Somervile's new book features this sculpture
made especially for her by renowned sculptor
Marcel Braitstein.

From a human point of view, for eutha-
nasia, I would say if we legalize this now,
how do you think your great-great-grand-
children are going to die? Why have we
held on trust this value that we must not
intentionally kill each other for thousands
of years, and then at the beginning of the
21st century, we throw that out and say,
“What were we talking about?” I was de-
bating an Australian politician who said
that when we pass our best-before date,
we should be checked out as efficiently as
possible. We are not products to be kicked
out of the supermarket of life.

We've got to get people to think beyond
ourselves. We have this extraordinary
dominance of intense individualism, but
at the same time, one of the biggest long-
ings of people is what is called a longing
for transcendence, the experience of be-
longing to something larger than yourself.
That is what people have lost.

FT: With euthanasia specifically, it seems we
can’t assume a person of faith will necessarily
be against it.

MS: We have in ethics what we call the
ethical yuck factor — when we first hear
about something, we have an unconscious

way of reacting to whether or not some-
thing is ethical. When you walk up to
somebody and say, “Do you think doctors
should be able to kill their patients?” It’s
a moral intuition, an emotional reaction
that warns us there is something wrong.

But if you do surveys and you don’t use
the word euthanasia or killing, and you
make it a nice thing someone in a white
coat will do, and you call it kindness and
mercy, and you call the alternative
cruelty, then it sounds okay. You've coat-
ed all those original moral intuitions and
emotions that tell you this is wrong.
There is a lot of wariness of ever using
the Nazis as an example, but it is a rel-
evant question of how those Nazi doctors
could do what they did. You can sugar-
coat evil. You can get used to it. As
familiarity increases, the ethical warning
signs decrease.

FT: You hear the argument for euthanasia
that we are kinder to our dogs when they are
suffering. That seems to sum up some kind of
the acceptance out there toward euthanasia to
humans who are suffering.

MS: Whether you believe in human excep-
tionalism matters — that humans are dif-
ferent in kind from other animals — or are
we just different in degree?

I believe that not seeing humans as
special in some ways is currently the
world’s most dangerous idea. If you'd do
it to your dog, you'd do it to your mother.
I think this is the single, biggest, val-
ues-ethical-moral-philosophical deci-
sion of the 21st century, if we legalize
euthanasia. I can’t believe the Supreme
Court has done this. I was asked to help
draft legislation, only by people who are
concerned about it, not by the govern-
ment. I wrote a letter to [Justice Minis-
ter] Peter MacKay and said you can’t go
with this. I thought he should use the
notwithstanding clause.

It is a momentous decision. It’s a seis-
mic shift in our most important founda-
tional values, the respect for life.

FT: What would you want to see happen with
the legislation around euthanasia that is being
developed?

MS: Will we bring in legislation that is very
restrictive? I wish we weren’t having this
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discussion at all. Even recognizing it’s
okay to kill your patient is terrible. But if
we’re going to have it, and this is the real-
ity now, I think that we have to be very
clear where it could apply. It should only
apply in the most rare and narrow of cir-
cumstances. It has to have all kinds of
procedural safeguards, like you can never
give an injection without the express in-
dividual permission of a court.

If you go back to the Rodriguez case
[Rodriguez v. British Columbia, 1993], chief
justice Beverley McLachlin was in the
minority. She said we safeguard this by
requiring judicial regulation. We can
quote her as saying this is what we need.

If you were to lock someone up in a
psychiatric institution for a few hours,
youd have to get court authorization. All
of those things say when it is a very, very
serious decision, you can’t just make it for
yourself. That would be one of the things
I would require.

You can sugar-coat evil. You can get used to it.
As familiarity increases, the ethical warning

signs decrease.”

You have to be able to offer people
totally adequate palliative care that in-
cludes full pain management. It’s a dis-
grace in all our Western democracy that
we don’t do that. I've been heavily in-
volved in advocating that it is a breach of
fundamental human rights for a health
care professional to leave someone in
serious pain.

FT: Do you believe if we had better palliative
care, the demand for euthanasia would not be
as strong?

MS: It would decrease in practice when
people get good palliative care. A very
large percentage decide they don’t want
euthanasia — research tells us this. Notall,

but most. The other thing is that legally
you can’t get informed consent to assisted
suicide or euthanasia unless you have of-
fered a person alternatives. You have to
have good palliative care in order to obtain
informed consent. The end-of-life so-
called care act in Quebec [Bill 52] says you
do not have to have palliative care, and the
Canadian Medical Association in the brief
they put into the Supreme Court express-
ly said it was not a condition that you have
palliative care to have access to phys-
ician-assisted death. That is shocking.

I try not to be cynical. I call cynicism
secular society’s major moral shortcoming.
FT: Thank you, Margaret. /FT
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SOCIAL ISSUES

'PRO-LIFE
ANDON
CAMPUS

I'm involved in this issue
not only because we are
killing the youngest in
our society, but also

{-because we are hurting

thousands of women and
families. You won't hear
that from anyone else on
campus, though.

—Katrina Dixon, 21, Students for Life,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon

What I hope is that those of us

in the pro-life movement, with
God's grace, are able to change the
hearts and minds of all Canadians
so that they also would never
consider abortion a solution to a
problem, and that they would see
all human lives as precious and
sacred. When this happens, we will
have a law that backs up this belief.

—EvaMcGuire, 21, Western Lifeline,

University of Western Ontario, London

It is not easy to be a pro-life voice

- on Canadian university campuses.
Pro-life conversations are routinely I hope that hearts and minds will be changed (not just the

shut down and censored across law) so.that people have a true respect and appreciation
the Country. Yet a strang core of for life. —Rachel Harlaar, 20, Laurier LifeLink, Wilfred Laurier University, Waterloo

-university students continues to

speak out against abortion and the

harm it does. Faith Today asked why -

these fearless students keep doing

.~ what they do.-

I hope that through pro-life
activism, Canada’s culture will
change to become one that
seeks to defend the weak and
“bring true help to mothers in
crisis pregnancies. If we can
change the way people
perceive the weak and
disadvantaged, our laws will
~“change to reflect this.

I think the most challenging thing
about being pro-life on campus is the
fact that people often associate pro-
lifers with something they are not. It is

| hard because many people don’t know that
the pro-life message is a message of love
and compassion, not of judgment or Ihope our country
control. It is also extremely hard trying realizes that we cando

to get access to resources for a pro-life better than abortion.
group, or even status as a club because | That thére are somany '

of the ignorance people have about the Sl
o lif. Peopl to foreet | Organizationsto help
pro-life message. People seem to forge

that we have a right to free speech, and | WOMEN step past their
| that any message that is contrary to the | fearsandfindthe
status quo should also have a fair necessary support to
chance to be expressed. raise their child.

—Meagan Nijenhuis, 20, Life Choice,
University of Guelph, Guelph, Ont.

—Ashley Lawlor, 21, Youth Protecting Youth
atYork, York University, Toronto

—Teresa Mervar, 20, Students for Life,
Ryerson University, Toronto
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Abortion needs to
become unthinkable

before it becomes illegal,
‘and for that reason we

have to change the
culture first.

—Sarah Blake, 19, Students for Life, University of Toronto

People arescared

of being ostracized
by their professors
and classmates
because the pro-
choice perspectiveis
considered thenorm
on campus. Speaking
from personal
experience, it canbe
really difficult to voice
your pro-life opinions
inaplacelike this.

—Amberlee Nicol, 20, Go Life,
University of Alberta, Edmonton

I want to see more people with pro-life convictions speak up about this issue and make the culture
feel uncomfortable with the status quo of abortion being permitted up until birth for any reason
or no reason at all. There is great unawareness of how serious the issue is, even among people
that identify as pro-life. —Clarissa Canaria, 26, Central Campus Co-ordinator of National Campus Life Network

~ —Nicole Bryck, 22, Students

laminvolved in this issue because,
with a quarterofourgeneration
missing due to abortion, it is the
biggest social justice issue in Canada
and the world. If someone learned that
300 people were being killed every day
in their country, shouldn’t they try to

do something about it?

—Jesse LeBlanc, 26, Students for Life, Trinity Western University,

Langley, B.C.

My hape is to change the hearts and minds of
Canadians. | am less concerned with changing the laws
in Canada on abortion. If we can change Canadians’
opinions on abortion and make it unthinkable, the

laws in time will change.
| believe that pro-lifers
can create a domino
effect in society. If | tell
two people, they will tell
two people, etc.

for Life, Ryerson University

I'm motivated to do
pro-life work on campus
because I believe that all

human beings should have
equal human rights, and
because I know that my
peers need better than
abortion - they need our

support and our compassion

to help them through the

_hardship they may be

facing as a result of an
unplanned pregnancy.
Sometimes doing this isn’t
easy because there are so
many people on campus
who oppose our message
and don’t want to face the
brutal reality of abortion.
Quite often, the people
who are the most upset
with us are the people
who are the most hurt.
—Emily Ryznar, 21, Simon Fraser
University, Vancouver

k For more quotes from pro-life activists
across the country, please read our digital
edition at www.faithtoday.ca/Pro-lifeQuotes
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N BE TOUGH ON
EIR EMPLOVYEES.
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an (not his real name)
had been one of the
senior pastoral staff at
his church for over 20
years. He had served
well and was greatly
loved. But he was experiencing
burnout and depression, and asked
for a short health leave. The rumour
mill kicked into overdrive. Unfound-
ed stories circulated that Dan had a
drinking problem, rumours which
were untrue and which the church
board did nothing to quell. Dan was
fired without warning. Adding to the
pain was a complete lack of acknow-
ledgement of his years of service.
There was no farewell dinner. Five
years later Dan remains in a severe
depression. He is unable to work.

Sadly, this story is not unique in
Christian circles. Stories of Chris-
tians fired unceremoniously from
Christian organizations are not hard
to find. At the hands of often
well-meaning church or ministry
boards, some Christian leaders face
high stress, low pay and sometimes
undue process in how they are ter-
minated from their place of ministry.

According to John Pellowe, CEO
of the Canadian Council of Chris-
tian Charities (CCCC), good hu-
man resources practices are good
everywhere — they are not differ-
ent in the secular or Christian
work world. Ironically, secular
businesses may hold to a higher
standard of respectful, ethical
treatment of employees (and take
more seriously best practices and
labour laws) than many Christian
churches and ministries.

“What I feel acutely is that some-
day, as leader of a Christian organ-
ization, I will be called into account
not just for how I led the organiza-
tion, but also how I stewarded the
people,” says Pellowe.

Last fall he and his team criss-
crossed Canada, leading seminars
in eight cities for CCCC members
(CCCC serves 3,200 Christian

organizations) on human resources
practices.

“While you usually only hear the
bad stories, through the workshops
we found that we heard about a lot
of ministries that are doing a good
job in human resources,” says Pel-
lowe. “I have also seen how employ-
ees in ministries can become the
victims of either benign neglect or
malicious actions from power brok-
ers who assume, ‘We can overwork
you and underpay you, ” he says.
“This is a form of spiritual abuse and
misuse of the sense of call that min-
istry employees have to their work”

So, how do we all get better?

For church ministries interested
in becoming healthier and more
Christlike in their employee practi-
ces, hereare sixkey issues to address.

1| HIRE WELL

Interview questions in the hiring
process are crucial. Asking the
right questions in the right way can
help employers determine if the
person they are hiring is really a
good fit. The questions also need to
be legal. Christian places of work
need to consider how provincial
labour laws impact how they inter-
view candidates for positions.
Good interview questions arise
out of a clearly defined job descrip-
tion and explore core competen-
cies, skills, as well as intangibles
like fit with the current ministry
team. Skilled managers understand
that if you hire the right people in
the first place, you have fewer per-
sonnel issues down the road.

2 ’ EVALUATE WELL

An informal survey of several major
churches in large evangelical de-
nominations conducted by enCom-
passing Visions (see sidebar) re-
vealed that many Christian
ministries conduct job reviews in a
haphazard or highly generalized
way. Robust and thorough evalua-
tions are crucial for the employee,

ADDING FUEL TO THE FIRE
—CONGREGATIONAL STRUCTURE
CANMAKE THINGS EVEN TOUGHER

Most evangelical churches follow congregational polity,
which means denominational offices may have very little
say over how their churches deal with their employees.
There may be a lack of resources provided to churches on
how to hire, compensate, nurture and fire staff.

“Our involvement as a district is almost exclusively in
assisting church boards in the search process for a new
senior pastor, with some input on the hiring practice
of that pastor,” says Phil Doroshuk, director of finance
and administration for The Pentecostal Assemblies of
Canada — Alberta and NWT District. His office provides
resources on building healthy staff teams, and there is
a national salary survey for PAOC churches to provide
guidelines for compensation.

Because congregations have their own local church
constitutions with by-laws, their internal human
resources policies practices in dealing with pastoral and
administrative staff are independent of other churches.
These policies and practices may be developed without the
assistance and advice of human resources professionals.

3,200

NUMBER OF CHRISTIAN
ORGANIZATIONS
SERVED BY THE
CANADIAN COUNCIL
OF CHRISTIAN
CHARITIES [CCCQ)

the manager and the organization.

Job evaluations done well are an
in-depth review, not only of the
employee’s performance in achiev-
inggoals, but in their alignment with
the ministry’s goals, in their engage-
ment with their job. It is a place to
identify where things are going
sideways and address them early.

According to Chris Hall, man-
ager of human resources at CCCC,
amanager who truly cares will have
the managerial courage to address
issues with employees long before
termination is considered. Termin-
ation is an easy way out for a man-
ager who doesn’t want to deal with
interpersonal and performance
issues, says Hall.

3 | COMPENSATE WELL

Christian ministries, like all non-
profits, usually can’t compete with
the private sector on wages. How-
ever, even in the nonproﬁt sector,
there are compensation guidelines
for employers to access to ensure
they are paying fair compensation.
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IN DEPTH

DOES YOUR CHURCH WANT TOGET
BETTER AT HUMAN RESOURCES?

Here are just a few of the resources available to churches
and ministry organizations wanting to improve their
human resources practices.

N TRUTHALIGN

TruthAlign is a human resources software
developed for Christian ministries. The software contains
a growing database of job descriptions common in
ministry contexts, as well as predefined technical skills
and competencies. It links job descriptions to simple

and effective job evaluations designed to encourage
open dialogue and build trust between employers and

employees. www.truthalign.com

CANADIAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHARITIES (CCCC)

The CCCC has developed a number of resources for
churches and ministries interested in improving their
human resources practices. One is their Fall 2014 seminar
booklet, the basis for their workshops across Canada:
More Than a Human Resource provides information about
job descriptions, interview questions, compensation,
benefits and terminations. A new DVD, The Board's
Most Important Relationship, explores the relationship
between boards and ministry leaders. Serving As a Board
Member is another CCCC resource helpful for Christian

organizations. www.cccc.org

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP ALLIANCE (CLA)

Based in California, CLA provides print and online
resources for its extensive membership of over 6,000
Christian ministries and agencies on a variety of topics
including people management and care, executive
leadership, resource development and financial
management. www.christianleadershipalliance.org

The CCCC provides a compensa-
tion survey to help ministries see
how their salaries compare, and
most city-based nonprofit sector
organizations have them too. Often
church denominations encourage
their church boards to use these to
help with salary negotiations.

Hall says Christian organizations
need to take seriously the way they
compensate their staff, and ask them-
selves, “If our salaries became public
knowledge, would we be embar-
rassed?” He points to 1 Corinthians
9:13-14, verses that underscore the
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biblical mandate to ensure that
“those who preach the gospel should
receive their living from the gospel.”

Hall says there are low cost ways
to encourage employees too, in-
cluding rewarding employees who
are doing well.

4 | CARE WELL

Almost all Christian ministries
operate on minimal budgets and
are very, and appropriately, con-
scious of being good stewards of
God’s resources. Stewardship of
money and facilities are recognized
as having a theological base. All
belongs to God, after all.

Heather Card, former chief
operating officer of CCCC, has
given some serious thought to the
importance of having a theological
foundation for human resources.

“For me, it is much more than
best practices,” says Card. “It goes
back to what God says about us,
that we are made in the image of
God. We are created out of an act
of fellowship. We are created as
‘image bearers’ of God.”

If boards and senior leaders re-
garded their employees as individ-
ual, unique image bearers of God,
better human resources practices
and policies, as well as professional
development opportunities, would
more likely evolve, says Card.

“When you think about the Gar-
den of Eden, it was a place meant
for flourishing and transparency,”
she adds. She is unafraid to bring
the Trinity into the equation as
well. “It is every leader’s job to
model the mutual love and sharing
that we see in God’s relationship
with Christ and the Holy Spirit in
the Trinity,” says Card. “It should
characterize every relationship, not
just employment relationships.”

5 | FIRE WELL

No one likes to fire or be fired. The
process is fraught with problems for
ministry organizations and for the

employees being dismissed. Some
churches have discovered a healthy
and ethical model to part ways with
an employee, a process that follows
the high standard of Matthew 18
where there are several important
conversations and letters that
occur before an employee is let go.

Christian organizations that
handle firings well, says Hall,
place a high value on preserving
the relationship, honouring the
person’s contribution, acknow-
ledging them positively in front of
the community, and ensuring that
severance is fair and reflects at
minimum the requirements of
provincial labour codes.

One church in Western Canada
has adopted the position that, bar-
ring some grievous, criminal activ-
ity, its pastoral staff are provided
with several months’ notice, assist-
ance with transitioning to a new
role, and a celebratory dinner to
honour their ministry. This is in
sharp contrast to another pastor’s
experience of hand over your church
keys and credit card, and come back
on Saturday to clean out your desk.
And another horror story of a pastor
fired while in hospital dealing with
a major health issue. The church
board surrounded his hospital bed
to give him the bad news.

John Pellowe emphasizes the
importance of erring on the side of
generosity, leaving the relationship
intact and honouring the person
leaving.

“It is reasonable to assume that
there will be times when things
don’t work out,” says Hall. Leader-
ship teams should decide in ad-
vance how to face those situations
and consider the logistics, the legal
process including appropriate no-
tice and severance.

“It doesn’t end when the person
has left,” adds Hall. “What happens
to the people left in the ministry?
There should be a strategy for how
we are going to move forward.
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Let’s not pretend that nothing happened.
Be transparent.”

6 | TRAINTHEBOARD

Crucial to healthy treatment of Christian
leaders in churches and ministries is de-
veloping healthy relationships between
board members and the leaders they
oversee.

Most of the board members who lead
churches and ministries work in secular
companies where human resources poli-
cies are well defined to adhere to provin-
cial labour laws around hiring, firing,
compensation, health and safety. Yet
these standards are not always known,
understood or implemented in Christian
ministry workplaces. According to Hall,
this results in a gap between a best prac-
tices ideal for human resources in secular
workplaces versus some Christian minis-
tries playing catch-up.

Local churches, perhaps with the help
of denominational leadership, could
address this issue by training board
members about the moral, ethical and
legal issues of staff management. With-
out access to some human resources
expertise, the organization is destined to
face personnel challenges, loss of repu-
tation for mishandling personnel or even
potential lawsuits.

Finally, take the time

In the secular workplace, companies
usually hire a human resources specialist
when they reach a hundred employees.
Given that most churches and ministries
are a long way from that number, it is not
surprising that there are very few human
resources professionals on the staff of
Christian organizations. Without profes-
sional expertise Christian ministries
often end up doing the bare minimum
when it comes to job descriptions, em-
ployee evaluations, training and profes-
sional development, and having best
practices human resources policies in
place around hiring and firing.

Hall notes that many ministry leaders
say they don’t have time to put human re-
sources policies and procedures in place.

“You don’t have time not to do this,”

says Hall. “Human resources needs to be
part of the strategic planning process for
a church ministry” Beyond just focusing
on program goals and fundraising goals, a
church needs to look at the people impli-
cations of those goals and provide the
right resources for the people to be

trained, engaged, encouraged, evaluated
and productive in their roles.

“Spend up front to hire well and manage
well, and this will actually save the min-
istry money down the road,” says Hall. /FT

Richelle Wiseman is a communications consultant and
freelance writer in Calgary.
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CANADIAN ANNIVERSARY EVENTS ORGANIZED
BY OMF CELEBRATE THE MISSIONARY THE
WORLD DOES NOT FORGET BY JEFF DEWSBURY

ot many mission-
aries have been ac-
cused of almost
starting a war. But
that’s exactly how
the British press
characterized missionary Hudson
Taylor when he and his team were
the target of rioting and looting in
Yangzhou, China in 1868, ultim-
ately causing the Royal Navy to sail
for China’s shores. Though that
episode failed to escalate further,
it’s a good illustration of the con-
troversy that Taylor’s fearless
preaching of the gospel elicited
both home and abroad.

Hudson Taylor’s story of working
in China in the mid-1800s has
captivated generations of Chris-
tians, particularly those involved in
overseas missions. His determina-

tion in the face of danger, faith
amid bleak financial realities and
his groundbreaking cross-cultural
sensitivity continue to inspire.
Add to that the interdenomina-
tional nature of the organization he
founded (China Inland Mission,
which would later become Overseas
Missionary Fellowship or OMF), his
support of single women in the
mission field (believing, against
popular opinion, that women could
live in remote areas without a hus-
band), and the way he worked both
practically as a doctor in the field
and as an evangelist, you can see a
man who wears the tag “revolution-
ary” with little hint of exaggeration.

Portrait of Hudson Taylor in 1890.

THE THREADS OF TAYLOR'’S
CONVICTIONS ARE INTERWOVEN
IN THE FABRIC OF PRESENT-
DAY OMF CANADA, SAY THE
ORGANIZATION'S DIRECTORS. AND
THIS YEAR'S 150TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS, INCLUDING
HUDSON TAYLOR LEGACY EVENTS,
BACK UP THAT SENTIMENT WITH
SESSIONS FOCUSING ON MEDICAL
MISSIONS AND WOMEN IN EAST
ASIAN MISSIONS.

Going inland as a foreigner in
1800s Asia, as Taylor did, wasn't
for the faint of heart. Any move-
ment away from the coast meant
parting with easy access to ships,
effectively cutting the tether that
kept Taylor connected to the
safety of home.

“In those days the interior was
dangerous. If anything should
happen, you were stuck there,”
notes OMF’s Ontario region
director C. Y. Yan. “That’s why so
many of our missionaries were
martyred during the Boxer Rebel-
lion. They had nowhere to run.”

The Boxer Rebellion, a two-
year uprising against imperial-
ism and Christian missionary
activity in China, saw 58 mis-
sionaries and 21 children from
China Inland Mission killed.
Acting on the principles estab-
lished by Taylor, another mis-
sionary, D. E. Hoste, famously
refused to accept payment on
behalf of the organization for
loss of property or life, which

“HERE N | 5B BE"

I CHHMEETION WITH THE

CHINA INLAND MSSIoN
100 coxsecryren MEN

I

(from top) Hudson and Maria Taylor in
1865 at the founding of CIM; the 1875
call for 100 consecrated men to join the
mission; the Boxer Rebellion in Northern
China (1899-1901) led to the death of
over 32,000 Christians, including 58 CIM
missionaries and 21 of their children.
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earned him a unique form of re-
spect from many in his adopted
country.

Despite its perils the move in-
land was crucial to connecting
with unreached people groups, and
Taylor (who was born in Yorkshire,
England, but learned several Chi-
nese dialects) blazed the first path
in China. For that reason Chinese
Christians, including many first-
generation Canadians, revere him.

Yan says they celebrate Taylor
the way he would have wanted,
with the emphasis on Christ, the
source of his strength and courage.
“We don’t want to see Hudson
Taylor lifted up. We don’t want to
see OMF lifted up. If it was merely
Taylor’s love for China that sent
him to that place, he wouldn’t have
survived long. He lost his first wife
and five of his children there, but
he went with his heart for Christ.

THECENTRALITY

OF PRAYERTO THE
ORGANIZATIONIS...
ANOTHER WAY THE
ECHOES OF TAYLOR'’S
LIFESTILL RESONATE
WITH OMF.

Today, the general director of OMF is
Patrick Fung, a medical doctor, who
spent 25 years serving in the field.
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And that’s what kept him there.”

That devotion will be chronicled
in an upcoming film about Taylor’s
life with the working title A Thou-
sand Lives, referring to Taylor’s
famous words (written in a letter to
his sister Amelia) — “If T had a
thousand lives, China should have
them. No! Not China, but Christ.”

OMF Canada’s national director
Jon Fuller is an advisor on the pro-
ject, which is being written by
UK-based screenwriter Bart
Gavigan (The End of the Spear, 2006,
and Luther, 2003). “We really be-
lieve that Taylor’s life is relevant
today,” Fuller tells Faith Today. “His
story is still very powerful”

The centrality of prayer to the
organization is evident in the list of
anniversary events, which includes
a yearlong prayer focus, another
way the echoes of Taylor’s life still
resonate with OMF. After all,
“Prayer is central to being engaged
in a wounded world,” says Fuller.

OMF will host Cantonese, Man-
darin and English events in Toron-
to and Vancouver. The Chinese
ministerials in Greater Toronto and
Vancouver have been particularly
active, unifying across denomina-
tional lines to organize a number of
celebrations. Jamie Taylor, a fifth
generation Taylor descended from
Hudson, will speak at Knox Presby-
terian Church on Spadina Avenue
in Toronto, where Canada’s first
China Inland Missionaries were
commissioned in 1888.

OMF’s head Patrick Fung, a
medical doctor who spent 25 years
serving with OMF, seven of those
in Pakistan, will also travel to Can-
ada to speak. Fung is the first Asian
general director of OMF, reflecting
a general trend in missions. “It’s no
longer the West to the rest,” says
Yan. He estimates that about ten
years from now non-Western mis-
sionaries will make up the majority
of those in Asia.

Hudson Taylor would be pleased.
The concept of indigenous ministry

DEMOGRAPHICS

Solina Chy carries
on Taylor’s legacy

OMF CURRENTLY HAS

137 missianaries in the field
from Canada. About 34 per
cent of those are ethnically
Asian. Solina Chy is an example
of the type of missionary — the
product of one of many Asian diasporas — that's ever
more common in the organization’s ranks.

Chy fled the harrors of the Khmer Rouge in her native
Cambodia. While living in a refugee camp in Thailand,
during a self-described time of deep hatred for her
people and country, a YWAM missionary shared the
gospel with her, softening her heart for her people.

She immigrated to Canada in the early 1980s, where she
met and worshiped with Cambodian believers in different
cities. Chy eventually returned to Thailand on a short-term
mission where she was mentored by an OMF missionary as
they visited Khmer refugees in jails and hospitals.

Today Chy hosts a number of Christian radio programs
that reach across the entire country of Cambodia. This
spring she will work with a team of local missionaries in
the province of Ratanakiri to help launch broadcasts to
area tribal groups.

“When | look at my journey, how the Lord brought
people alongside to love, care, support, encourage, mold,
shape and model to me.. .. | keep all these as a heritage,
treasured in my heart as a museum,” she says. “But | give
glory to [Christ's] name alone.” ~JEFF DEWSBURY

“means all our people live incarna-
tionally in the environment they are
in, so the response they have repre-
sents the culture that is around
them,” says Fuller, who grew up in a

OMF’'S

TODAY missionary family in a tribal village
1 40 0 in the Philippines.

\’\IDRKERS “Jesus came and lived amongst
FROM us, and we want our people to live
40 sacrificially with integrity where

COUNTRIES the gospel wasn’t before. There is a

ANDSEFE{\GIL:ONS missions movement out of Asia

today that would have thrilled
Taylor’s heart.”

See www.omf.ca for details on
OMF events across the country, in-
cluding those this fall in Toronto and
in Burnaby and Victoria, B.C. /FT

100

PEOPLE GROUPS
IN EAST ASIA.

Jeff Dewsbury of Langley, B.C., is a senior
writer at Faith Today.
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ESSAY

WHY CHRISTIANCLASSICS MATTER

With thousands of new Christian books published each year,
why read the old ones?

ohn Wesley, cofounder of the

Methodist movement, attended

a meeting in May 1738 at

Aldersgate Street in London,

England. He went reluctantly,

for he was struggling to establish

his ministry and questioning

whether he truly knew God. But as he

listened to a reading of Martin Luther’s

Preface to the Letter of St. Paul to the Rom-
ans, he was overcome with comfort.

Wesley noted the experience in his

journal: “About a quarter before nine,

while he was describing the change which
God works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for
salvation; and an assurance was given me
that He had taken away my sins, even
mine, and saved me from the law of sin
and death.”

This public reading of Luther’s writing
was crucial to Wesley’s spiritual develop-
ment, providing him encouragement at a
time of need.

Today Canadians have free access

through digital downloads and public li-
braries to many such Christian classics,
writings characterized by a biblical view
of the Christian life and which have been
recommended by “a multitude of voices
across Church history” (Reading the Chris-
tian Spiritual Classics: A Guide for Evangel-
icals, IVP Academic, 2013).

But which of these many books have
been the most helpful to the greatest
number of believers? Faith Today asked
several Canadian leaders for their rec-
ommendations and to remind us why
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reading them can be helpful in our walk
with God.

WISDOM BEYOND OUR YEARS

Many believers today don’t read Christian
classics because we are busy with newer
ideas and books, a mistake C. S. Lewis
called “chronological snobbery,” says Rick
Reed, president of Heritage College and
Seminary in Cambridge, Ont.

But Reed thinks Lewis was right “that
every age has its own blind spots, and
reading things from another era helps us
see our world in ways that are tough for
us to see because we're so immersed in it.”

One lesson Canadians today need to
hear from the saints of old is the import-
ance of the contemplative life. As our
world quickly increases its pace with
technologies that keep us connected to
our work and social media, our ability to
set aside distractions to pray or meditate
on Scripture, or even recognize the need
to do so, is drastically reduced.

The attention span of Americans in
2013 averaged just eight seconds — lower
than the nine-second span of a goldfish,
according to Nancy Koehn of Harvard
Business School (Marketplace with Kai
Ryssdal, February 2014).

Does anyone want to argue that Can-
adians are exempt from this problem?

Often the most helpful classics draw on
the contemplative tradition and were
written by believers who also struggled to
worship God without distractions — but
who persevered.

Doralynne Manu of Langley, B.C., is
global impact director for Power to Change
Canada. She says Christian classics “allow
for a reader to reconnect with some of the

often lost mystical and contemplative ele-
ments of our Christian faith.”

Personally, she says, she has been “most
impacted” by the contemplations of St.
Antony, Teresa d’Avila and St. John of the
Cross.

LEARNING FROM OUR ELDERS

“I think of reading Christian classics as
seeking out and learning from other

Christians with a really good reputation,”
says Dustin Resch, assistant professor of
theology at Briercrest College and Semin-
ary and an Anglican priest. “When I read
the classics, I get to expose myself to
people and ideas and ways of putting
things in which others in the Church have
seen God’s Spirit work.”

Consider for example The Life and Diary
of David Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards
(1749), which describes Brainerd’s tireless
missionary efforts to Native Americans in
colonial America.

The book has inspired preachers and
missionaries alike for centuries, including
the famous 20th-century missionary Jim
Elliot. Like so many Christian classics, it
can provide anyone (preacher or not)
with an inspiring example of a life faith-
tully lived.

As John Wesley later wrote, “Let every
preacher read carefully over the life of
David Brainerd. Let us be followers of
him, as he was of Christ.”

CHALLENGING OUR MINDS

Christian classics also challenge us to go
deeper with God by exercising our minds.
“When I was in university,” says Rick
Reed, “Stephen Charnock’s The Existence
and Attributes of God [1682] pushed me to
think about some of the characteristics of
God that T had never given much thought
to. And at that point in my life, that was a
book that God used to help me draw
closer to Him.”

But how easy is it, really, to read a
17th-century author like Charnock? To
many the challenge seems so daunting,
they don't even try.

When [ announced to the young adults
at Temple Baptist Church in Cambridge,
Ont., that our small group would be
reading a Christian classic this year, their
responses were probably typical — fear
and hesitation.

A few weeks into the study, several still
say they find the book requires careful
reading, but everyone agrees the readings
and discussions have been fruitful.

We’re not made merely to experience
God, but to think about Him and allow
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GETTINGSTARTED
ADVICE FROM REED
AND RESCH

A modern edition of a Christian classic with
updated language and an introduction to
the work’s historical context can help us get
more out of our reading, says Rick Reed.

A good place to start for those new to the
classics might be The Pilgrim’s Progress by
John Bunyan (1678) or Bernard of Clairvaux's
On Loving God (early 1100s). More advanced
readers can try Saint Augustine’s The City
of God (426) or John Calvin's Institutes of the
Christian Religion (mid-1500s).

Given that the ideas and perspectives
in Christian classics can be unfamiliar
to us, Dustin Resch advises, “The most
important thing in reading any piece of
writing is neighbour love. What | mean by
that is | hope that | can read the writing
of a fellow Christian (or anyone for that
matter] in a spirit of generosity and patience
and commitment to understanding what
they are saying.” One way to cultivate this
patience is to form a reading group and get
together to talk about worthwhile texts with
friends and others from your church.

But Reed provides perhaps the most
important principle for reading Christian
classics when he says, “Whether the book
is old or young, whether it's a classic
or a lesser-known work, we have the
same obligation, and that is to evaluate
everything we read in light of the
Scriptures.” ~BEN WHITE

our knowledge of Him to deepen our
worship.

That’s why in Proverbs 2:3,5 Solomon
writes, “And if you call out for insight and
cry aloud for understanding . . . then you
will understand the fear of the Lord and
find the knowledge of God.”

Those who give the classics a try dis-
cover, as Reed says, that “they are a little
chewier and you've got to work a little
harder to digest them. But they’re more
nutritious.” /FT

Ben White works at Temple Baptist Church in
Cambridge, Ont.
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PUBLIC SQUARE

HOWTO
TALKTO YOUR

CHILD’S

EDUCATORS

Ontario’s controversial sex ed curriculum alarmed
parents. What's the best way to bring Christ into
the classroom and interact with educators?

BY ALEXNEWMAN

ntario’s new sex edu-

cation curriculum

slated to take effect

this coming Septem-

ber — and it’s not just

an Ontario issue of
course — has stirred up strong reac-
tions in parents who are concerned
about what their children would be
exposed to.

The subject has taken the blogo-
sphere by storm as parents determine
the best course of action. In the nor-
mal course of your child’s 12-plus
years at school youll encounter many
other issues and concerns — from
policies on vaccinations, sex educa-
tion or testing, to personal issues of
bullying or bad behaviour.
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We asked a number of parents
and educators for suggestions on
how to effectively communicate
concerns to school authorities, re-
gardless of the issue.

1. Identify first who you
should talk to
“Best to speak with the person who's
in closest contact with your child,”
says Laura Berends, who teaches
elementary school in Toronto’s
Flemingdon Park. “Going to the
principal first doesn’t foster the close
connection you want between par-
entand teacher. And if it's something
better handled by the principal, the

teacher will direct you there”

Even for curriculum matters,
Berends finds it best to talk to the

teacher. They can help you under-
stand it better, and while they don’t
have the authority to alter curricu-
lum, she says they have some cre-
ative flexibility. “Teachers make
decisions all the time around cur-
riculum - what to cover, when,
how. Conversations with parents
help to inform a teacher about her
students so she can make those
right choices for her class”
Sometimes, the first stop should
be the principal, like when Strat-
ford, Ont., parent Bruce Whittaker
was registering his eight-year-old
son who was not operating at his
grade level. Although Ontario has
a policy of not holding children
back, Whittaker went to the prin-
cipal, who placed him in one grade
lower, then discussed it in-depth
with the board. “In the end every-
thing worked out,” Whittaker says.
When my own daughter’s anxiety
disorder erupted near the end of
Grade 9, I went straight to the
guidance counsellor, who was able

PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK
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to intervene on her behalf. She
asked all eight teachers to make
special accommodations (such as
one-on-one presentations and al-
tered seating near the door) until
we were able to line up proper
medical help.

Kevin Gietz, superintendent of
Palliser Regional Schoolsin Alberta,
says there’s a definite process start-
ing with the teacher. “You need to
engage in that conversation and if
not satisfied, then go to the princi-
pal. Ultimately if you're still not
satisfied, come to the superintend-
ent, and then on up to the board of
trustees. When it comes to individ-
ual situations, such as expulsion or
special ed, those can be appealed to
the Ministry of Education.”

2. Do the research before
loading your emotional gun
Hot button issues can give rise to
emotional, knee-jerk reactions.
Doing research gives a broader
perspective, as well as time to cool

down.

y

7

Download the 50-page sex educa-
tion curriculum, for example, which
has both good and bad parts to it,
according to Dr. Warwick Cooper,
pastor of counselling & family min-
istries with People’s Church in To-
ronto. “Parents can make an in-
formed decision once they read the
document for themselves.”

There’s also a wide range of
blogosphere discussions you can
tap into. In A Christian Parent’s
Guide on the Eganville Baptist
website (www.eganvillebaptist.
org), the writer answers some ma-
jor concerns with relevant excerpts
from the curriculum.

Susan Fish, a writer from Water-
loo, Ont., finds that writing out her
feelings on an issue helps her “blow
off steam, and sort out what’s at the
core of the issue ... what I'd like to
see happen, what I need to ask for.”

3. Opposition doesn’t
equal enemy
Fish admits, “It’s easy to see the
school as a monolith, but I start by

HOTBUTTON
ISSUES CAN
GIVERISETO
EMOTIONAL,
KNEE-JERK
REACTIONS.
DOING
RESEARCH
GIVESA
BROADER
PERSPECTIVE,
AS WELL AS
TIME TO COOL
DOWN.

assuming teachers are doing what
they can. There’s some deadwood,
for sure, but the majority really do
care, and even if you have moral or
pedagogical differences, most are
not bent on destroying our children’s
faith.”

In fact, the education act states
that teachers are to “inculcate by
precept and example respect for
religion and the principles of
Judeo-Christian morality and the
highest regard for truth, justice,
loyalty, love of country, humanity,
benevolence, sobriety, industry,
frugality, purity, temperance and all
other virtues.”

In a TED talk, Joseph Grenny, a
renowned change expert and
Christian, says attributing “prob-
lems immediately to bad motives
... [resultsin] less than a 6 per cent
chance you'll come up with healthy
solutions.”

Just sending your children to
public school signals to Berends
that “You are entrusting your child
to my care. Parents need to do their
part to trust the teacher, and talk-
ing with the teacher can assure
parents their child is being cared
for. It doesn’t mean you don'’t ask
questions, but if you are coming to
the classroom with a shield, that’s
not productive.”

Fish tries to approach issues with
teachers as if they’re “partners in
this child’s development, and that
I'm there seeking info, and clarifi-
cation.”

4. Speak with respect

“You can't influence people you
alienate,” says Cooper. “Just being
Christian will likely alienate some
people already. You can’t do any-
thing about that, but you can do
something about your rhetoric.”

Or as Grenny puts it, “The way
you show up in these moments is
the greatest expression of your
Christian walk.”
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Since Berends has been on the
receiving end of complaints, she
says tone of voice makes all the dif-
ference. “If you come in and de-
mand that something be done
about this thing you're upset about,
the teacher feels put on the spot.
Teachers are at fault too for putting
up walls, but if parents are calm,
open minded and willing to listen,
those walls can come down.”

But you won’t be taken seriously
if you overreact or take things
personally. In an interview with
pastor Heather Larson (https://
vimeo.com/105587982), Willow
Creek’s Bill Hybels suggests learn-
ing what “flips your emotional
switch,” and then taking a break
— foramoment or aday - to regain
your composure.

He also says the first ten minutes
ofany discussion, especially difficult
ones, set the tone. “Be aware of
words that are incendiary and aware
of words that build up. Regard each
other as builders of a team, with
every interaction either building or
dinging the relationship.”

It's normal for parents to get emo-
tional about their children, says
Gietz. “But take time, 24 hours even,
to cool off before approaching the
school. Or write an email and don’t

hit send. If 'm working with parents,
I listen while they get the emotion
out, then I try to identify the root
concern. In our school board we talk
about being hard on the issue, but
easy on the people, because at the
end of the day we have to assume
that everyone is there to help the
child move forward.”

Timing is equally important,
Berends adds. Rather than grab a
teacher at the end of a busy, tiring
day, email or write in your child’s
agenda to schedule a time to talk.

5. Think outside the box

When the open concept layout at
her children’s school created mul-
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BOARDS ASSOCIATION])

tiple problems, family doctor Judy
Thompson brought out her medic-
al trump card.

“Five classes on an open concept
floor was loud, and hard for kids to
learn. The school tried coping by
staggering class schedules. The
principal wanted to renovate the
entire floor and create individual
classrooms, but was getting no-
where with the board. I asked the
principal if health effects had been
considered - all open like an air-
plane, and teachers and students
getting sick because of increased
infection spread.”

Thompson then sent along med-
ical journal articles, which provid-
ed enough evidence to prompt the
board to approve renovations.

6. Get involved before
issues come up

Schools are more receptive to in-
volved parents. Whittaker sits on
the council for his eldest son’s high
school, and is surprised by how few
parents are involved at this level.
“We’re missing a huge opportunity
to bring parents and administrators
together to collaborate on the fu-
tures of our youth.”

Getting involved also gives par-
ents ahand in making changes in the
early stages. Janet Foord, president
of the Canadian School Boards Asso-
ciation, is a mom of four and was a
Saskatchewan school trustee for 27
years. School councils, she says, are
“amazing resources.” One Saskatch-
ewan school board had noticed sev-
eral disturbing trends — high rates of
absenteeism and addictions — so
they invited local councils, made up
mostly of parents, to discuss their
observations and possible solutions.

Gietz says the board of trustees of
Palliser Regional Schools relies very
much on the school councils to let
them know what’s happening at a
grassroots level. “The board is sensi-
tive to the fact that parents are the

first educator, and if they’re asking
for something reasonable, we look
at whether we can accommodate it.”

7.Strike an ongoing
positive note
“One thing that really creates cur-
rency in school,” says Fish, “is that
when things are going well, don’t
hold back on commenting. I've sent
letters to trustees glowing about a
teacher who did an amazing thing
for my child. Having an attitude of
appreciation for the school system
goes along way, especially when it’s
time to make your concerns known.”

8. Parents are primary
influences
Studies show that school only
partly influences your children.
The rest of the work depends on
parents. There’s much going on in
school that parents won't like and
over which they have little or no
control. “That’s when you need to
be teaching your children right and
wrong, and train them to be on
guard, while still respecting the
teacher,” Berends says.

9. Take the long view
Learning to moderate your ap-
proach with the school doesn’t
mean conceding to the culture. In
fact, Hybels says it’s precisely at
these times that Christ wants us
showing up.

“There’s a struggle for sure,” says
Cooper. “And it’s one for the hearts
of our kids. The relationship be-
tween parents and teachers is really
key. Understand there are some
things you can change and others
you can't. I believe God is calling
people to do that, but He also equips
you with the necessary grace to
speak out with boldness.” /FT

Alex Newman of Toronto is a senior writer
for Faith Today.
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Faith Today
visited with
aboriginal
leaders recently
to hear their
heart for their
communities

By Lisa Hall-Wilson

11 that lines the
horizon 700 km
north of Montreal
are lakes, bush,
patches of clear-
cut forest and hydro lines.
Common scenery as Canadian
landscapes go, but Faith Today
has been invited by Chief
Reggie Neeposh of the James
Bay Cree First Nation of
Oujé-Bougoumou to visit this
remarkable community on the
shore of Lake Opemisca.

The community’s culture is
preserved in large and small
details from signs written in
English and Cree to structures
dedicated to hanging and
skinning moose and smoking
fish. The community is laid
out in the shape of an eagle’s
head. The shape is deliberate.
The elders desired to build a
community that reflects the
fact that it is a part of the nat-
ural surroundings.

Neeposh points out a state-
of-the-art heating system that
services the whole community
and runs on wood waste from
a local sawmill. Unlike the
First Nations reserves so often

featured on national media
outlets, the homes in Ou-
jé-Bougoumou have siding
and windows and are equipped

with heating and plumbing.
The yards are well kept.

In the nearby town of Chi-
bougoumou, all the locals
seem to know Chief Neeposh.
“I'm with a reporter,” he tells
people he meets, like he has to
explain why he’s hanging out
with an outsider — a white girl.

His people are polite, but
largely uninterested. An out-
sider asking questions is
hardly unique, but an outsider
willing to listen is at least
worth speaking with.

Neeposh is a big man with a
bigger smile. As he drives his
white 4x4 pickup truck he
shares about being raised by his
grandparents, going to residen-
tial school and the physical
abuse he endured. He talks
about one teacher who made a
positive impact on his life, and
of hislove for hockey. He shares
about his first moose kill, and
the day his grandfather ac-
cepted Christ as Saviour.

Oujé-Bougoumou has been
recognized by the United Na-
tions three times for innova-
tion in human settlement. But
it’s not buildings that make a
community successful.

“When we built this place,
we did it through faith in God,”
says Neeposh. “Canada should

An aerial view of the James Bay Cree
First Nation of Oujé-Bougoumou;
[below) Chief Reggie Neeposh.

understand that this is what

happens when you work with
First Nations people.”
Neeposh acknowledges the
good intentions of many con-
gregations from across Canada
who want to respond when
they hear of the plight of some
First Nations communities.
He advises that cross-cultural
training should be a prerequi-
site for those planning a min-
istry to the First Nations. “The
Church needs to learn our
culture. Try to understand
what we face,” he says.
Neeposh, who feels a special
burden to reach at-risk youth,
would love to see a year-round
biblical program to engage the
youth in the community.
“When they come to church,
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they’re looking for a relation-
ship and to build a friendship.
That’s the thing I don’t see
happening. Give your time.”

Neeposh believes three
things need to happen to
strengthen relationships and
trust between the Canadian
Church and First Nations —
Stop stereotyping people. Get
out of the pew. And connect
with community.

A harshreality
Oujé-Bougoumou is a new
community built with an eye
to urban planning and future
economic development. But
the majority of remote com-
munities in the North lack its
financial resources and en-
dure the worst living condi-
tions in Canada.

Access to these remote First
Nations communities is lim-
ited to float planes in the
summer and ice roads in the
winter. There can be six weeks
or more every spring and fall
where nothing gets in or out.
A lack of education and em-
ployment opportunities in
addition to the fallout from the
residential schools has sent
some communities into a
downward spiral.

Harvey Yesno is grand chief
of the Nishnawbe-Aski Nation

I 5 Ll

Harvey Yesno, grand chief of the
Nishnawbe-Aski Nation
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(NAN) encompassing 49 Ojib-
way First Nations communities
in Northern Ontario. In the last
dozen years, no fewer than ten
NAN communities have de-
clared a state of emergency.

Yesno grew up in Eabame-
toong First Nation (known in
English as Fort Hope), a re-
mote fly-in community on
Eabamet Lake, more than 350
km north of Thunder Bay,
Ont. He survived physical and
sexual abuse at two residential
schools before being nominat-
ed and elected chief in 1978.
He was 22.

“Our first suicide was in ’91,
I think,” Yesno says. “From
there on, for the next year there
was a death like every month.
My response? I drank pretty
heavy. Had no way of coping”

Yesno got help for his drink-
ing and sought healing for the
abuse he'd suffered. When he
was healthy again, he returned
to serve as chief.

“There’s a lot of goodwill
when people respond, and that’s
the mission field mentality.
We're beyond that,” said Yesno.
His advice to Canadian church-
es — “Stop looking at us as a
mission field and get practical”

Churches on the reserves are
often small. If there’s a staff
member, that person can be
overwhelmed and might lack
sufficient seminary education
and training in biblical coun-
selling. “There’s huge burnout,”
Yesno says. “We get preaching,
but were not getting down to
teaching.” He suggests a part-
nership with urban churches
to provide much-needed
mentoring opportunities for
smaller, more remote First
Nations congregations.

Yesno cites the breakdown
of the family, rampant sexual
and substance abuse, un-

AREMINDER OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL REALITY AND LEGACY

The residential school era is a black mark on Canadian history, far
from forgotten. The first Indian residential school opened in 1828

in Brantford [nicknamed Mush Hole because of the poor quality of

the food) to serve the Six Nations near the Grand River. The last

one closed its doors in 1996. In between, seven generations in some
communities had children as young as three forcibly removed from
their homes and families. Children were abused. More than 4,000
children died, according to the findings of the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission.

Reflecting the poisoned culture of the time, Dr. Duncan Campbell
Scott, deputy superintendent of the Department of Indian Affairs
between 1913 and 1932, wrote, “l want to get rid of the Indian
problem...Our objective is to continue until there is not a single Indian
in Canada that has not been absorbed into the body politic and there

is no Indian question.”

Prime Minister Stephen Harper officially apologized in 2008 saying,
“We recognize that this policy of assimilation was wrong, has caused
great harm, and has no place in our country.” The fallout of the
residential schools has been catastrophic and many of the problems
found in First Nations communities are traced back to these schools.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Visit www.faithtoday.ca/ajr

to read an Anglican Journal
collection of articles that tells
the story of residential schools
and their fallout in Canada.

TRUTHAND RECONCILIATION
The website of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission

of Canada (www.trc.ca) offers
reports and updates.

~LISA HALL-WILSON

resolved conflict, grief and
trauma as areas where well-
trained biblical counsellors
could help. “Some of the chiefs
will tell me we’ve got our own
counsellors, elders, sweat
lodges, but what we need are
Christian counsellors,” says
Yesno. “Our own people some-
times ostracize that because of
the residential schools, but
there are people who want
Christian counselling”

Know the facts.
And the history
Terry LeBlanc is director for
the Indigenous Studies pro-
gram at Tyndale University
College & Seminary in Toron-

to. His family roots are in the
Mi’kmagq First Nations in New
Brunswick.

Have relations between
Aboriginals and Canadian
churches improved in recent
years? LeBlanc says attitudes
have softened on all sides, but
there is still a shift in percep-
tion that needs to happen
within the Church. “Stop see-
ing us as heathen savages and
believe me, that’s still - though
the word is not used — very
salient. The Church wants to
correct the problem without
understanding it.”

Lori Ransom says the settle-
ment churches (those directly
involved in the residential
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schools) have done a lot of
work on the reserves, but
other churches seem to be
taking awatch and wait stance.
She is senior advisor for the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and a member of
the Algonquins of Pikwaka-
nagan First Nation. “Learn the
history and find out what
survivors are saying,” she ad-
vises. “There is a story of Ab-
original people and residential
schools that’s not widely
known. And it should be.”

History lessons might help
churches to understand the
trauma and injustices commit-
ted a century ago that have
never been reconciled.

Chris George is a former
chief from the Oneida First
Nation outside London, Ont.
The Oneida came as a group to
Southwestern Ontario after
joining with George Washing-
ton in the American Revolu-
tionary War. After the war, the
settlers failed to distinguish
between the tribes who helped
or fought against the Amer-
icans. Some of the Oneida
people bought land in what
was Upper Canada, but the
British government reclaimed
the land and created a reserve
when the people were unable
to pay outstanding back taxes
they knew nothing of.

“My people remember,” says
George, tapping the table with
astiff finger. “The local church
should know the history of
their church land, their com-
munity. Was itaburial ground?
A hunting ground? Was there
a battle there?” That history
has tobe mended, says George.

When history heals
Jonathan Maracle is a Mohawk
Christian musician whose
band Broken Walls tours
North America and abroad,
building bridges between First
Nations reserves and white
communities.

Maracle recalls one Prairie
church trying to reach out to
their First Nations neighbours.
The congregation took the
time to learn their history and
discovered that more than a
century ago there was a land
dispute with the First Nations.
One night the non-Natives
conducted a raid and killed
most of the First Nations
people in the community. That
injustice was never addressed.

“The church leaders figured
this out and began to pray;” says
Maracle. “They raised the funds
to help the First Nations people
buy back the land that was
taken from them. It’s going to
take people who are willing to
step out and make a difference.”

. ...h ?‘ |

Jonathan Maracle [centre] and his band Broken Walls seek to build bridges

between First Nations and nearby white communities.

Build a playground. Then
sit on the swing

Sixty percent of First Nations
people live off-reserve, accord-
ingtoa 2006 Statistics Canada
report. “Many churches
wouldn’t know what to do if a
First Nations person walked
in, and that’s got to change,”
says Maracle from his home on
the Akwasasne Mohawk Re-
serve in Ontario.

“The gospel has been
preached, we've heard it so
much, we’ve become numb.
People come in and whoop
them up rather than meet their
needs,” Maracle says. “People
need a sense of the need and
the urgency. Building a play-
ground is great. Being there to
help build it and building a re-
lationship with the kids who
will use it is even better.”

Thisis astory of hopeand
potential

Back at Oujé-Bougoumou,
Chief Neeposh’s office over-

looks the community’s elemen-
tary school and a storm-choppy
Lake Opemisca. An elaborate
feathered headdress hangs on
the wall next to a bookshelf
crammed with volumes on
economics and history.

Neeposh points to metal art
on the windowsill depicting
the Trail of Tears — it’s in the
shape of a First Nations warrior
barely upright on a weary
horse. Neeposh tells the story
of the eagle found by a farmer,
who took the bird home and
raised him with the chickens.
Everybody who came to the
farm knew he was an eagle. But
when the farmer tried to teach
the eagle to fly, he wouldn't try.

Finally, the farmer took the
eagle to a cliff. The majestic
bird hesitated, but when he saw
other birds in the sky like him
he struggled at first, but then
he flew. “We can rise up again,”
Neeposh says. /FT

Lisa Hall-Wilson is a freelance writer
in London, Ont.
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MANY

Pioneers Canada (www.pioneers.ca)

has two teams working with First Nations
communities in Ontario and New Brunswick
doing ministries such as faith circles, counselling,
restorative justice and youth work.

SIM Canada [www.sim.ca) has a new posting
in Saddle Lake Cree Nation. Current ministry focus
is youth engagement through music, arts, fitness,
employment training and church plant support.

The Evangelical Mennonite Conference
(www.emconference.cal has several workers with
agencies working in First Nations communities.
Two are with Northern Canada Evangelical
Mission, one with Native Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada, and one with Mid-Way Christian
Leadership. The Evangelical Mennaonite Conference
has partnership agreements with these three
agencies. They are also involved with Inner City
Youth Alive in the north end of Winnipeg.

WORK WITHFIRST NATIONS

Samaritan’s Purse Canada
(www.samaritanspurse.ca) has opened a
ministry centre in Dease Lake, B.C. The centre
features a drop-in facility where young
people find a welcoming, fun environment.
The centre also serves as a launching pad for
programs that engage local youth, develop
their potential, build mentoring relationships,
encourage good choices, and introduce them
to Jesus Christ.
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ethinking how we share our
faith in a changing world

¥

hereare few moments
in my life that I re-
member as vividly as
my first and only
400 m race. There I
stood in the outside
lane, a natural sprinter, completely
confident that I would do fine.

I glanced back at the other run-
ners in their staggered starting
positions and thought to myself,
Wow! Look at the head start I have on
everyone else!

I bolted out to an impressive
lead, but after 140 m my confidence
quickly faded.

I finished last. Dead last. So far
last I was delaying the start of the
next race.

Everyone who knows me will tell
you math is not my “gift,” and that
day it was painfully obvious I did
not consider the semicircles at the
ends of the track, how they influ-
ence the length of the lane and why
this race had staggered starts.

But math wasn’t my real issue.
Before the starting gun even sound-
ed, it was my sense of my own ad-
vantage that really did me in.
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Personal faith doesn’t start
from the same place

Five years ago, I realized the same
issue was influencing how I shared
my faith.

I already knew 1 Peter 3:15 calls
Christians to always be ready to
explain why we are confident in our
beliefs to everyone who asks (com-
monly referred to as “apologetics”
in academic circles).

When I discussed personal faith,
I believed my Bible knowledge,
years of church attendance and
academic credentials gave me a
head start over others.

But then Renée caught up to me.
I didn’t even see her coming.

“I haven't really read the Bible,”
she said, “but I believe God is real.”

“That’s good,” I said, “but you
need to read the Bible if you want
to know God. That’s where you
have to start!”

She smiled and said confidently,
“No I don’t. I know He’s real.”

Soon Rachel was quickly on my
heels. She had just returned from a
summer of street ministry and
outreach in Chicago.

“It was so rewarding just ‘being’
Jesus,” she gushed. “He never
judged anyone. He never raised His
voice. He just loved everyone.”

I'smiled and asked, “What is your
favourite Gospel?”

She shrugged her shoulders,
somewhat puzzled by my question.
“I don’t know. I don’t read those
very much.”

I countered, “Butyou can’t be Jesus
unless you have read about Jesus.
That’s where you have to start!”

She smiled and said confidently,
“No I don’t. I know what Jesus
would do.”

I barely caught a glimpse of
Brenda as she passed me in the race
of faith. I had joined my Nana for
the Sunday afternoon church ser-
vice at the seniors’ home, where
Brenda faithfully showered the
residents with physical touch,
personal attention and the message
that God loved them.

Brenda also showered them with
an overwhelming number of Bible
verses so haphazardly strung togeth-
er that I wondered, How can she be
so careless with God’s Word? I don’t
think she even studied or prepared!

Then she landed on 1 Corinthians
13, immediately silencing my inner
debate with this simple truth. “I may
not be the most eloquent of speak-
ers, I could be more knowledgeable,
and perhaps be more prepared, but
I've got love for these people, and
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without love, I am nothing”
Eventually I started to wonder.
Maybe the philosophical sort of
apologetics that have been dominant
for so many years are not the only
ways to arrive at and share faith.
Here’s how Michael Spencer, a
Kentucky blogger who called him-
self the Internet Monk, put it. “I'm
convinced the game is not primarily
about arguments anymore. [Tim]
Kelleris still great. C. S. Lewis is still
helpful. [William Lane] Craig is still
impressive. But I'm not sure their
arguments are on the right channel.
Vast numbers of people aren’t asking
for philosophy. Pay closer attention.
The game has changed” (www.inter-
netmonk.com/archive/reatheism).

So what are people asking for?

Personal faith begins witha
personal story
North Americans today tend to speak
of God in terms of our own personal
values, rather than using traditional
philosophical or biblical concepts.
This shouldn’t surprise us. We all
start our stories with what we know
best — our own lives, our own ex-
periences and our own histories.
These multiple, subjective starting
points do not disqualify us from the
conversation.

Traditional apologetics is not
rendered useless in this context - we
can still debate ideas and conclu-
sions — but debate-style approaches
that try to poke holes in other
people’s ideas and stories often
undervalue the skills and tools of
dialogue that are so crucial today.

Here are three to start thinking
about.

SKILL #1
Recognize that you went through
a process to arrive at your current

beliefs about God. Share the truth
that even now you don't have all
the answers.

Each of us should speak frankly
about our own story of faith. Many
people are genuinely open to hear-
ing our story in the context of
conversation, but if we are not able
to share our faith with its highs and
lows, its victories and failures, its
certainties and doubts, we sound
like we aren’t being honest.

Our goal should be to share in
easy, normal, personal or relatable
ways — conscious of the reality that
there is still more to be written.

SKILL #2

Accept that people with different
beliefs have also gone through

a process to arrive at their

convictions. Listen to understand
where they started from, and
the events and ideas that shaped
their spiritual journey.

This means listening to someone
else’s story differently, looking not
for errors, but for connections and
new information that can enhance
our own journeys.

Most people aren’t engaging in
debate when they share their stor-
ies of faith. It's actually counter-
productive when we trot out our
well-prepared rebuttals because we
sound like we're saying their story
can’t be trusted.

Instead of looking for ways to
discredit other people’s stories, let’s
start listening to what has led
others to believe what they do and
be willing to wonder aloud about
our own journey (rather than fo-
cusing on our current theologically
correct ideas).

SKILL#3
Recognize the many starting points

for faith. Embrace the reality that
imperfect ideas and experiences
shape these starting points.

In today’s world it’s acceptable that
everyone has a story to tell. You
have a chance to hear other stories.
Your story does not have an advan-
tage over others.

Most people are not concerned if
their story of faith is shaped by
philosophical, well-reasoned bib-
lical arguments. So if we insist faith
is best understood in certain ways,
it sounds like we are saying our
story is better.

If God is as big as we say and de-
sires relationship more than we can
imagine, let’s stop trying to make
someone else’s story match our own.

Are we prepared to consider the
faith journeys of others and our-
selves without trying to lurch ahead
too quickly to a supportive chapter
and verse or to a theologically cor-
rect destination?

As I wrote this article, my god-
daughter Macey told me that she
believed in God and Mother Nature.
Five years ago I would have told her
she had to choose between the two.
Now, I began where she started and
we talked about faith in a God who
both creates and nurtures. It was
wonderful. /FT

Dr. Jennifer M. Shepherd is founder of the

Faith Fingerprints and Same Seed, Different
Soil training programs (www.engageconsulting
services.com). She has taught at Columbia Bible
College, Masters College & Seminary, Summit
Pacific and Trinity Western University. Her first
book Faith Is the Story You Tell will be published
in October.

ONLINE QUIZ
WHERE DO
YOU START?

Go online to

wwwi.faithtoday.ca/

ApologeticsQuiz
to try out a quiz

that Jennifer
Shepherd
designed for Faith
Today readers
who want to
think more about
questions like
these: When you
tell your story,
where do you
start? What kind
of an apologist
are you — what
confident story do
you tell about God
—and how does
that set you up to
hear other stories
about God?
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BOOKS & CULTURE

REVIEWS

Stackhouse
suggests
that a plur-
alistic and
postmodern
world calls
fora new
model of
thinking
constantly
ina Christian
way about
everything.

TS i Need to Know:
Vocation as the

N E E D Heart of Christian

— fo — Epistemology
K N o w By John G.

Stackhouse, Jr.

by iciutaky Oxford University
Press, 2074.

278 pages. $31 [e-book $9.99)

AS CHRISTIANS, we are to love God
with all our heart, soul and mind.
Part of our divine calling is to think.
What then does it mean to think
Christianly? Need to Know is John
Stackhouse’s answer to questions
about how we know things and how
we know that we know them. His
aim is to show how we should re-
flect upon whatever God calls us to
think about.

Stackhouse, a prolific Canadian
professor and Faith Today columnist,
suggests that a pluralistic and post-
modern world calls for a new model
of thinking constantly in a Christian
way about everything. An enriched
Christian mind can be informed by
“both faithfulness to the past and
openness to new ideas.”

He contends that the heart of
Christian knowing (and related
issues of epistemology) is voca-
tion, which he defines as “the
divine calling to be a Christian in
every mode of life,” whether public
or private, religious or secular,
corporate or individual. God in-
tends for us to honour our voca-

tions, so He will ensure we know
enough to do so.

The reader may occasionally won-
der about the route Stackhouse is
taking but, to his credit, in the final
chapter he demonstrates how Chris-
tians can use vocational epistemology
to know precisely how to make
decisions in an ambiguous world.

The most practical part of Need to
Know is the appendix in which
Stackhouse sketches how his method
can work by demonstrating how he
arrived at hisunderstanding of gender.

Need to Know is a rigorous piece
of scholarship, requiring keen focus
and concentration, but the deter-
mined reader will be challenged by
the hope of shalom which is, Stack-
house explains, “an ideal of univer-
sal well-being.” ~-BURTON K. JANES

All My Puny Sorrows
By Miriam Toews
Knopf, 2074.

336 pages.

$14 [e-book $13]

ALL AT PUNT.
SORRONS |

IF YOU are on the
lookout for abook
that will leave you with feelings of
happiness and hope, All My Puny
Sorrows would be a bad choice.

As the title accurately suggests,
this sixth novel by an award-win-
ning Canadian novelist is saturated
in sorrow.

Sisters Elfrieda and Yolandi have
a unique bond that has carried

them through childhood and into
adulthood, but when Elf’s suicide
attempts land her in the psych
ward, Yoli must decide just how far
that sisterly bond will take her.

We follow Yoli on her quest to
keep her sister alive, and to finally
question whether she should. What
do you do when your suffering sis-
ter wants to die?

The story is written with passion
and fluidity, although it can be
confusing at times to discover if we
are in Yoli’s past or present. There
is some language and sexual conno-
tation that may offend, but the deep
ties between the sisters are enjoy-
able to read.

It succeeds at painting a very real
picture of mental illness and draws
readers deeper into the difficult
question making headlines this year
across Canada — “Do any of us have
the right to decide when we die?”

Toews, who grew up in a Men-
nonite family in Steinbach, Man.,
knows depression personally — her
own sister committed suicide and
their father also took his own life
12 years earlier.

To be clear, this novel is not
written from an evangelical per-
spective. It allows no room for an
all-knowing God to enter our de-
bates about assisted suicide. In-
stead, it challenges readers to con-
sider if these dilemmas are as black
and white as we may have believed
them to be. —CHRISSY DENNIS

L]
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e |
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We Are One

Sky Terminal
Independent, 2074.
$15 [digital down-
load 5698

FROM THE OPENING guitar

“Satellite” recently helped the

in-your-face preaching here.

The band started with singer

riff on We Are One, it's obvious
Sky Terminal is no ordinary
Christian rock group. The band
from Mississauga, Ont., calls
its music “good old crank-it-up
rock’n'roll .. modern rock with
an indie twist.” It's the heaviest
Christian rock I've heard in
years, with a sound that
reminds me at times of vintage
U2 and Simple Minds.

Great rock tunes such as “If
the World,” "Awake Awake" and
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album win Rock Album of the
Year at the Canadian Gospel
Music Association Awards.

But the 12-track album also
offers creative contrast in “Lay
My Head Down,” which includes
nothing but acoustic guitar and
some sensitive cello by Sybil
Shanahan. Talk about extremes!

The tunes have surprisingly
strong and well-sung melodies
for hard rock, and even more
surprising are the lyrics — no

Instead, the lyrics are introspec-
tive, prayerful and highly per-
sonal. They may seem murky at
times, then suddenly a message
of hope shines through.

What Christian could not
sing along with these words
from “Under the Stars"?

“I fall down, fall down / Oh
I'm where you are /| fall down,
fall down, you hold the stars /
| fall down, fall down /In awe
where you are / Where you are.”

Marcel Preston and guitarist
Mike Crofts, and later added
bassist Matt Stride. Although
the punchy drum is very
prevalent, there's no full-time
drummer [yet). The band
earned a Juno nomination for
their self-produced 2011 debut
Don’t Close Your Eyes.

Before buying, listen
to the entire album at

www.skyterminal.net.
—TERRY BURMAN
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Visions and
Appearances

of Jesus

By Phillip H. Wiebe
Leafwood
Publishers, 2074.
240 pages. $18
(e-book 59.99]

PHILLIP WIEBE’S interest in explor-
ing visions of Jesus began when his
mother had one. This readable
collection of similar stories is the
result of years of research by this
professor of philosophy from Lang-
ley, B.C.

Wiebe begins by naming the ele-
ments that must be satisfied to make
such visitations plausible. He con-
tinues by listing Jesus’ post-resurrec-
tion appearances starting with the
Bible and going through every era to
the present, including stories from
30 people he interviewed. He ends
with a discussion of images like the
Shroud of Turin.

The book is a fascinating collage
of visitations — from the stigmata of
medieval mystics to the extraordin-
ary light, compelling gaze, physical
healing, and resulting motivation
to live differently that many mod-
erns have experienced.

Wiebe’s carefully worded com-
ments let readers come to their own
conclusions. He articulates his pos-
ition at the end of one of the stories.
“The challenge ... is being neither
too gullible nor too critical”

While most of these accounts
were out of my range of experience,
the sheer number of them brings
Wiebe to a conclusion that, by the
end of the book, is convincing —
“Finding so many independent ac-
counts of similar experiences
[makes] rejecting them all ... un-
reasonable.”

This is abook to bolster faith that
Jesusis alive, engaged, and could at
any moment peel back the veil of
earth-reality from any of our eyes.
~VIOLET NESDOLY

Canadian creatives

An Indian Summer Afternoon [acrylic on canvas) by J. Douglas Thompson.
www.jdthompson.net

Reading THE BESTSELLERS

Yuval Nosh Sapiens:
Harar ABrief History of Humankind
L1 By Yuval Noah Harari
Sapiens  Mctlelland & Stewart, 2014
; 44 . 518 le- k S1
A Brief 3 pages. $18 [e-book S16]
History of /| NOAH HARARI, 2

Humankind

professor at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, points us to prehistoric
handprints on cave walls in France and Argentina
and a bootprint on the moon as he contemplates
the stellar but also disquieting rise of the most
powerful creature on the planet — homo sapiens.

Consider that a mere 66 years passed
between the time a plane first took flight and
aman'’s foot first touched the moon. That's
amazing. At the same time, Harari writes, we
can link the rise and growth of sapiens to all
sorts of suffering — war, the extinction of other
creatures and, he thinks, a heartless meat
industry (among other things).

Harari's view, in a book that is well informed,
but also flies at a high level of generality (and
thus slips in overstatement), is strictly secular.
This leads him to make unprovable assertions
such as “There are no gods in the universe.”

“The grand
atmospherics
found in towering
cumulous
cloudscapes,
soft morning
mists or crashing
seascapes
juxtapose the
light of hope
against the reality
of the brokenness
of life. They can
remind us
of creation’s
ultimate coming
restoration. Water,
the essence of all
life, isintegral to
the images.”

While he recognizes the great majority of people
who have lived would sense internally there is
something wrong with this outlook he, like other
provocative secularists, seems to place himself
above the herd — a kind of postmodern Moses
dispensing truth to the masses.

Aside from Harari's sometimes irritating
omniscient tone, the book as a whole is
compelling. Perhaps the most interesting section
has to do with the theme of human contentment.
“Was Neil Armstrong, whose footprint remains
intact on the windless moon, happier than the
nameless hunter-gatherer who 30,000 years ago
left her handprint on a wall in Chauvet Cave?”

Harari thinks the answer is complicated. He
recognizes that the prosperity and freedom
Canadians enjoy has contributed to the
unravelling of the family and led to higher levels
of unhappiness. A degree of wealth makes us
happier — frazzled human relations don't.

Christians will disagree with some — perhaps
much — of what Harari writes. But he sees what
they know. Sapiens are a mixed creature —
partly dust, the stuff of the natural world; partly
spirit, the image of God. Life is complicated.
~PRESTON JONES

WWW.FAITHTODAY.CA/ MAY / JUNE 2015 51


http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jdthompson.net
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.FAITHTODAY.CA
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F0891126082%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F0891126082%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F0891126082%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2FB00LMLMK1I%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1846558247%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2FB00JTCH382%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=51&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1846558247%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20

EDUCATION ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

PREPARING STUDENTS
for Life and Ministry

ACADIA

Stronger and deeper

Here are ten traits of an Acadia Doctor 6.

of Ministry:

1. International: We are an evangelical
Baptist seminary drawing quality 7.
instructors and students from across
Canada, around the world, and from
many denominations. We grow stronger 8.
and deeper together.

2. Biblical: Two courses strengthen 9.
foundations in Scripture.

3. Theological: Two courses strengthen
foundations in a Christian worldview.

4. Practical: Four fall electives strengthen
skills in best practices for various
ministry areas.

5. Contextual: A research methods course

strengthens questions, focused in your
situation.

Substantial: Academic resources at
Acadia, a leading Canadian University,
strengthen your thesis.

Personal: Up to two electives may be
directed studies to deepen insights on
tailored topics.

Missional: Regular electives deepen living
out God’s kingdom and the gospel today.
Renewal: The beauty of the Annapolis
Valley and a spirituality elective deepen
discipleship.

10. Collegial: Peer learning and a mentor

will deepen you with challenge and
encouragement.

“The reading, the interaction, the writing
and the teaching provided depth to my

thinking and theology.... [They] also
pushed me beyond my comfort zone to
consider approaching some aspects of
ministry differently” — Rupen Das, DMin 2014

For more information on our doctoral,
master’s or bachelor’s courses, visit

o

AMBROSE UNIVERSITY
Scholarships

More than half of all Ambrose University
students receive a scholarship each
year to help offset the cost of their post-
secondary studies. Among the awards
given out is the presidential scholarship,
which includes full tuition over four years

Outstanding Faculty.
Diverse Student Body.
Strong Academics.

New Flexible MTS Program.

77-Hour MDiv Program.
Beautiful Campus.

difference around the world —

Focus on Spiritual Formation. i

Founded in 1940, Taylor has been developing Christian leaders for 75 years. Our graduates are making a
in churches, on mission fields, and in hospitals, community groups and
businesses. Call or write to learn more about Taylor Seminary. Come and learn—and grow—with us!

ﬁn‘fﬁfu/um i Choistian Elucation and Sevice !

www.Taylor-Edu.ca

780-431-5200 | 800-567-4988
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QUALITY
INSPIRE

VALUE BASED

Peter [BA History 2013, JDR017]

i

CHARACTER

coMPReHENSIVE ™ FORMATION

MOV
BE CHALLENGED

Peter formed his passion for defending people caught in sex trafficking in Southeast
Asia. Encouraged by professors, he took the challenge to become a human rights
lawyer.

Whitney fell in love with children with autism. Moved by the children, she ran Tyndale's
day camp for children with autism and continues to work in the field.

Keith was inspired to start his own company. Today he is the co-CEO of a company
- UNIVERSITY COLLEGE - that connects talented people from developing economies online with North American
clients.

tyndaleu.ca Toronto, ON
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Deepen your
understanding

Summer School 2015
May - June

McMaster Divinity
College

For more information or to
register visit:
mcmasterdivinity.ca
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of study and is valued at up to $40,000.
Ava Peacock was honoured to be named
the presidential scholarship recipient for
the 2014/15 school year.

Ava is studying in the history program at
Ambrose, and after completing her degree
she hopes to enter law school to specialize
in either criminal or humanitarian law.

“I have always loved history, particularly
modern history, and | knew | wanted to go
to school at Ambrose, so | was thrilled that
they had a history program,” she said.

In choosing Ambrose, Ava was also
keen on attending a school where the
community experience would enrich and
support her learning. “I came from a tiny
high school ... where | was used to a
small, close-knit community. Ambrose was
perfect for me because the teachers are
all extremely approachable and accessible
if you need help. | also feel confident
participating in class discussions
because the classes are smaller.”

www.ambrose.edu

CAPERNWRAY HARBOUR
BIBLE CENTRE

One-year intensive Bible school
training

Nestled among the Gulf Islands of British
Columbia’s west coast, Capernwray
Harbour Bible Centre on Thetis Island
offers students a unique learning
experience!

We give sound, practical Bible teaching
focusing on both the Old and New
Testament Scriptures, in which God reveals
the indwelling, resurrected Christ as the
Christian life. Students gain an experiential
knowledge of Christ and how His presence
applies practically to daily living.

Through classroom studies, tutorials,
dialogue-based small-group studies
and summary journals, students have
opportunity to share from the written Word
what God is teaching them and how He
is working in their lives. Many outreach
opportunities in surrounding communities
and cities, as well as international, short-
term missions trips, are available for
students to participate in.

Capernwray Harbour welcomes people
of all denominational backgrounds
and nationalities. The student body of
approximately 100 students join the full-
time staff to create a community intent on
knowing Jesus Christ as LIFE. The desire
of every staff member at Capernwray
Harbour is to prepare each student for
“full-time Christian service, regardless of
occupation.”

Want to know and experience more?
Join us for a Taste & See Week.
Information at www.capernwray.ca

HERITAGE THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
Equipping for leadership
The mission of Heritage Theological
Seminary is to equip people for
theologically grounded leadership and
ministry to serve the mission of God in
the world through their involvement in
evangelical churches, denominations
and parachurch ministries. In the past
year, Heritage Theological Seminary has
launched a new five-course program
titted Graduate Certificate in Biblical
Preaching. It is designed for pastors who
are in a regular preaching ministry and
who want to take their preaching to the
next level. Courses are offered three
times a year — March, June and October
(the latter to coordinate with the Heritage
Preaching Lectures).

Each course will consist of two days
of instruction and a third day marked out
for a hands-on workshop in which the
students prepare sermon manuscripts.
Then, over the next several months, the
students will video record and upload four
sermons preached in their churches to be
critiqued by peers and Heritage-appointed
professors. Each student will develop a
personal growth plan (PGP) that will guide
the journey through the five courses.

All five courses are for credit and
can be applied to any of the graduate
certificates, diplomas or master’s degrees
that Heritage Seminary offers.

www.DiscoverHeritage.ca
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ADVERTISEMENT

Axel Kazadi [MTS 2015]

Axel is a Tyndale Seminary student and a
member of the Tyndale Hip Hop Movement, is
passionate about theology. Born into a Christian
family, Axel was exposed to Christianity from an
early age but it wasn’t until after a tragic
experience in Grade 12 that he began to take
God seriously. During that difficult time, he
experienced depression and a fear of death,

but God was with him. “l thank God for rescuing
me from that state of mind, from that depressive
state. Christ helped me overcome that situation
and gave me a sense of peace that | was looking
for.” The experience encouraged him to explore
theology and Christology. Axel came to

Tyndale Seminary to do just that. Currently in
his final year, he is working on a major research
paper, hoping to be admitted into the PhD
program at the University of Toronto. Working

« UNIVERSITY CO

God Suffer
With Us?

with Dr. Dennis Ngien, Professor of Systematic
Theology, Axel has chosen to research and write
about the question of whether God is able to
suffer relationally with us. Axel explains, “It looks
at how He relates to us and how He takes
suffering upon Himself.”

Axel is passionate about this topic because of the
difficult experiences he has had. “I’'m interested
in understanding whether God is able to suffer
relationally with us or whether our human
suffering affects Him.” He hopes to take what

he finds and use it to aid the church. “l want to
do my PhD because | feel like there is more that

| need to learn and | want to teach theology.”
With his experiences and his studies, he wants

to provide a good theological teaching that people
and the church can benefit from.

LEGE & SEMINARY -
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McMASTER DIVINITY COLLEGE
Summer school

Try us out at our summer school! At
McMaster Divinity College we recognize
that the challenges and complexities
that Christians face today have never
been greater.

As an evangelical seminary and
graduate school situated on a large
university campus in a diverse city,
McMaster is ideally equipped to fulfill our
mission to develop effective evangelical
Christian leaders for the Church,
academy and society through university-
level education, professional training and
ongoing support.

Our revised Master of Divinity and
Master of Theological Studies degrees
give you the freedom to choose the
courses that you need to meet your goals.
We also offer Master of Arts and Doctor of
Philosophy degrees, as well as Graduate
Diploma in Ministry and Graduate

Certificate programs. Our degrees and
programs will prepare you for whatever
path the Lord has chosen for you.

A visit to mcmasterdivinity.ca will
show you the importance that we place
on knowing the Word of God, being
transformed into the image of Christ and
doing the work of ministry.

McMaster Divinity College
Knowing ... Being ... Doing ...
www.mcmasterdivinity.ca

MILE TWO DISCIPLESHIP SCHOOL
Go further
Mile Two Discipleship School is an eight-
month school focused on biblical study,
experiential learning and seeking God.
Students are led to become more committed
disciples of Jesus Christ, while being
equipped and trained to make more disciples.
Mile Two has four parts: biblical study

— an opportunity to study the Bible at
length and seek to answer questions
about faith and the Bible; urban ministry
—a commitment to learn beyond the
classroom through engaging in service
through a variety of urban settings;
intentional community — travelling with
others on this path of discipleship through
mentorship and living in community; and
experiential learning — walking the land
that Jesus walked by going to Israel!

Be committed to pursuing Jesus in
every area of your life — Go Further.
Apply at MileTwo.ca today.

REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Quality Christian education
Experience a quality Christian university
education at Redeemer University
College. Located near Hamilton, ON,
Redeemer offers more than 35 majors
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and minors leading to a bachelor’s degree
in arts, science and education. Here your
education will be enhanced by small class
sizes, well-equipped labs and classrooms,
and a passionate and caring faculty that
will help integrate your faith with whatever
you choose to study.

Outside the classroom, you will
experience a dynamic campus life that
features recreational and varsity sports,
music, art and drama performances,
service projects and unique townhouse
residences. You will see your faith grow
through small groups, Bible studies and
on-campus worship.

And you will discover your
passion. We'll help you discern your
calling through experiential learning
opportunities such as co-ops, internships
and off-campus studies. We also
offer career resources and mentoring
programs that will help you find your
unique place in God’s world.

Each person is unique, and each will
experience Redeemer differently. To
hear what students and faculty have to
say about their own experiences, go to
MyRedeemer.ca. Or even better, while
there fill out the online personalized visit
form, and we will arrange a time that
works for you.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COLLEGE
Distributed learning that fits your life
Jamie travels for his job, but that doesn’t
slow down his thirst for biblical knowledge.
What he desires is to grow his faith,
ministry gifts and biblical understanding.

Rocky Mountain College (RMC) has
created Pathways to reach those who
are unable to come to us. We did this to
meet a growing need of many people with
active lives who want to deepen their faith
and receive biblical training.

Pathways offer courses and programs

online, in clusters or at an RMC location.

Courses and programs are easy
to navigate on a computer, tablet or
smartphone. In addition, advisers,
mentors and coaches are empowered
to be actively involved in students’ lives,
spiritual care and personal development.

Receive credit for experience;
transfer credit; or request Prior Learning
Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)
assessment for credit as well.

Nora, a Pathways student, said, “This
course was a pure enjoyment; the flexibility
is definitely designed for anyone. There
was sufficient time between each lesson
even for those with busy lives.”

People in formal and non-formal
ministry roles desire biblical training,
and we want to make it plain and simple
for anyone, anywhere and at any time to
access Pathways: www.rmcpathways.ca

REDEEM

A Christian University
in Hamilton, Ontario
I know the world can be transformed.

is helping me see that while I can’t do everythin
.through God’s grace, I am doing what I can d

-Brent McCamo
Windsor, Ontario

id» MyRede

now to facilitate change locally and globally.

edeeme

International Studie

er.ca/Brent

S/
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PROVIDENCE

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
ProvidenceUC.ca

MILE TWO

DISCIPLESHIP SCHOOL

PROVIDENCE

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

ProvidenceSeminary.ca

Christ
Centred
Education

10 College Crescent,
Otterburne, MB ROA 1G0
Tel: 1.800.668.7768 | info@prov.ca
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Live Your Story
professional theatre training in Rosebud, Alberta

rosebudschoolofthearts.com
1.403.677.2350

AcADIA DMIN

REDISCOVER YOUR CALLING!

tam & Dinctoral Degree in the practice of ministry from a
agding Canadian university. Join a diverse student body ina
waanm evangefical environment, Study with Leacling Christian

Scholars and Practitoners who have included

‘Willem Brackney Rene Padila
Mancy Nasan-Clark Raon Sider
James Dunn Ben Witharegon 11

AFFORDABLE TUITION. GENERDUS SCHOLARSHIPS.

@ACADIA GACADIA

Diviniry t..:l.”ﬁ”\.'LiL'

For more information contact

adanfofiacadian.ca

st

wwwacadiadivea,/dmin

EDUCATION ADVERTISING
SUPPLEMENT

ROSEBUD SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
Preparing for performing arts

“It takes a village to train a theatre artist,”
is a true saying in Rosebud, Alberta,
where the campus is essentially the
whole town! The arts village of Rosebud
provides focus to your theatre dreams

by preparing you for a career in the
performing arts.

Imagine training with professional
theatre artists and putting your learning
into practice through an apprenticeship
with one of Alberta’s largest theatre
companies. In your senior year, you will
play a part in Rosebud Theatre shows that
have runs of 40 to 90 performances and
play to audiences of up to 17,000 people.

Training at Rosebud is not only practical,
it is also a mission. Artistic Director
Morris Ertman believes that our desire for
creating art is “connected to our spiritual
need, and our artistic gifts are connected
with our spiritual calling.” That's why
theatre training at Rosebud addresses
the whole person. Whether you choose
the one-, two-, or four-year program, you
will emerge from theatre training a fuller
human being, body and soul.

Are you ready for a life in the theatre?
Visit Rosebud to see the school, the
theatre, and the town for yourself. Give
us a call at 403-677-2350 or e-mail us at
recruitment@rosebudschoolofthearts.com

TAYLOR SEMINARY

A unique approach

Taylor Seminary, located in Edmonton,
AB, offers a unique approach to ministry
preparation. One significant distinctive is
the emphasis on spiritual formation and
mentoring. This recognizes that to be
properly prepared for ministry, students
want and need inner transformation.
Students and graduates tell us that this
emphasis has been invaluable and life-
changing.

Course delivery and program design
have been significantly modified to serve
students better. Courses are scheduled
for minimal disruption to students, often
just one or two days per week of in-class
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lectures; this allows students to fit their
studies around their ministry duties and
employment. Students’ schedules are
streamlined further through online and
modular courses, enabling students to
study with us from other provinces/states
and countries.

Taylor’s MDiv is a 77-hour program,
and an all-new MTS program being
rolled out this fall significantly expands
the options that students have to pursue
specific ministry interests in the course of
their studies.

Blessed with a significant endowment
and generous donor support, Taylor
serves students from a wide variety of
theological and ethnic backgrounds,
creating a diverse and vibrant learning
community in one of Canada’s most
dynamic metropolitan areas.

www. Taylor-Edu.ca

TYNDALE SEMINARY

Relevant to the culture

Christians are searching for different
ways to engage today’s postmodern,
pluralistic and multicultural society with
the gospel. Today and throughout its 120
years of history, Tyndale has equipped
students to live out their faith in ways
relevant to the culture in which they live.
As one of the world’s largest seminaries,
Tyndale offers students an educational
experience in 12 different subject areas.
Whatever your situation in life, Tyndale’s
flexible study options will help you can
find the time to study.

The hope of the New Testament Church
was to be a Church that lived the gospel,
both in word and deed, with imagination
and courage. Our challenge today is to
reimagine and rediscover the courageous
abandon and costly discipleship of our
roots, to find where God is at work and
join in this activity.

Class discussions will inspire your
creativity and equip you to develop new
ways of engaging our rapidly changing
culture. You will be challenged to deepen
your understanding of theology, the Bible
and your faith. Through your studies

Where to

> now?

Take the next step
in pursuing God
with passion.

DiscoverHeritage.ca

1-800-465-1961 | HERITAGE

CAF_’ERNW_RAY HARBOUR
CONFERENCE CENTRE

PV&C/%?M;M?‘IJGSMS-CLV;S'f ws [ife!

BRITISH COLUMBIA -

THETIS ISLAND - CANADA

+ Training for Full Time Christian Service Regardless of Occupation!
+ Leadership Through Servanthood by Christ’s Indelling,
Resurrection Life.

1 Practical Bible Teaching Genesis to Revelation: Christ Revealed in
the Written Word.

CAPERNWRAY.CA
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Pathways

Powered by Rocky Mountain College

Interactive website based courses can be taken:

2\ A
i e
Individually—customized As a Cluster—with others from At an RMC Site—take
to fit around your life your community or ministry courses at a designated site

Certificate = Diploma = 4-Year Degree = Continuing Education

@ Rocky Mountain College 403.284.5100 ext. 222 www.rmcpathways.ca

AMBROSE

UNIVERSITY

Academics

UNITVERSITY
DEGREES

MINISTRY
TRAINING

S EMINA RY!
EDUCATION

www.ambrose.edu
Calgary, Alberta
enrolment@ambrose.edu
1-800-461-1222
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at Tyndale, you will be inspired and
challenged to experience faith and live it
out passionately in your community.

www.tyndale.ca/seminary

TYNDALE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE

Thinking differently

At Tyndale, students feel like they are part
of something bigger than themselves. You
will be inspired and challenged to think
differently, see in new ways and generate
change in the world. Through a thousand
moments of revelation and insight,

you will be transformed intellectually,
emotionally and spiritually.

Tyndale’s university experience will
help you to become part of a movement
that is shaping and changing our world.
Join the global community of Tyndale
alumni living out their faith dynamically in
their graduate studies and careers. They
have launched successful businesses
such as The Burger’s Priest restaurant,
built orphanages and taught philosophy at
a university and much more.

At Tyndale, impact happens through
community. Professors spend hours with
you, exploring your intellectual passions
and social interests and enabling you
to discover your future opportunities.
Tyndale is a place where your dreams,
studies, life’s purpose and faith are unified
in your university experience.

We are a university where diversity and
uniqueness are celebrated; people accept
and support each other in both strengths
and weaknesses. The Tyndale experience
will prepare you to follow your passions
and dreams, become the person you are
meant to be, and live out your faith now
and in the future.

www.tyndaleu.ca

To be a part of Faith Today's next Education
Advertising Supplement, contact Brian Shephard

at 905-481-4275 or email: ads@faithtoday.ca
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NETWORK

CAREER ADS

VICE PRESIDENT - PROGRAMS
The Gideons International in Canada

is seeking a full-time Vice President of
Programs. The VP Programs is a key
member of the leadership team in the
Gideon organization and must have a
passion to see God’s Word distributed
in Canada & worldwide. The Gideons is
a ministry which is transforming itself for
growth and global impact. We continue
to create innovative ways of reaching
more people with the Word of God.
Visit gideons.calcareers to view

this career opportunity.

- m
As one of the most experienced Canadian

travel agencies handling religious tours to
the Holy Land, Aufgang Travel has
established a stellar reputation for dedicated
service to Israel.

. ‘Well-planned and worry-free itineraries

Church Builder
GICs

An investment for you,
bonus interest for your church.

How does it work?
It's simple!

You invest in a GIC with a
competitive interest rate, and

MSCU donates bonus interest

. Your own dedicated travel planner

. Customized arrangements for you or your to th ec h urc h or
church church-based

| et organization of

. Religious services and mass

. Accessible travel arrangements

a,aufgang

fravel & cruise centre

1-800-789-7117

your choice.

...Psst. You don't have to be Mennonite!

To place a classified ad, contact Brian Shephard

aufgangtravel.com

at 905-481-4275 or email: ads@faithtoday.ca.
Ad booking deadling for Faith Today’s July/

August 2015 issue is May 28, 2015.

Mennonite Savings
" and Credit Union

WWW.mscu.com
1.888.672.6728

7851 Dufferin St., Suite 204 Toronto, ON L4) 3M4 Ont.Reg#50012754

BUSINESS CARDS

LOOKING for Christian Mediators

www.christianmediation.ca

LINKING Christian Mediators with
Christians who want conflict resolution

: NON PROFIT & CHURCH
4 INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

1-800-917-SAVE

Very Broad Coverage
Low Cost
Abuse

D ] /O Smich insurance.com
S B (NSURANCE SOLUTIONS
INCE [979

Study At Your Own Pace

DEGREES Through Correspondence

Associate through Ph.D.

Credit for life experience

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US AT
Ibcs.org e |bcands@gmail.com

352-621-4991 or write to us at:
5480 S. Suncoast Blvd.,
Homosassa, FL 34446 U.S.A.

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

Interested in
Ordination?

| Interested in becoming an ordained
minister? We can help!
Contact: Evangelical Christian Church

in Canada (Christian Disciples) @
www.eccincanada.com

Email: cecc@rogers.com
Toll Free: 1-888-981-8881
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[\ CHRST & CULTURE IN CANADA

= JOHN G. STACKHOUSE JR.

Misplaced metaphors
muddling mission

Is a Christian organization really just like a church or family?

hy do people who are
fully capable profes-
sionals become
weirdly dysfunction-

al when they participate in a Chris-
tian ministry?

I'm thinking of the problematic
work behaviour of otherwise suc-
cessful parents, teachers, executives,
salespeople, health care workers
and so on when they work at a Bible
school, summer camp, campus
ministry or community group.

What leads us to mar our contribu-
tions to Christian ministry by ignor-
ing policies that have been painstak-
ingly constructed, insisting on our
own way despite all objections, con-
descending to others who are in no
way inferior, refusing responsibility
for the harmful implications of our
actions, and undermining the hard
work of our fellow Christians?

The apostles denounced these
behaviours, and they remind us
constantly to love each other, be
mindful of each other, prefer each
other, honour each other, edify each
other and do good to each other.
The apostles knew already in the
Church’s earliest decades how badly
believers could treat each other and
how crucial it is that we don’t.

Some people treat each other
badly, of course, because some
people are bad. Indeed we are all
sinners, and each of us is capable of
willfully injuring another.

Before I assume, however, that
the latest slight or frustration I have
suffered was intentional, I should
consider an important social fact
about Christian organizations. They
are commonly complex to the point
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“THERE ARE THREE
STAGES IN THE WORK
OF GOD: IMPOSSIBLE;
DIFFICULT; DONE.”

—HUDSON TAYLOR
(1832-1905), BRITISH
MISSIONARY TO CHINA

of dysfunction when it comes to the
simple question of mission.

People participate in Christian
organizations for lots of different
reasons to achieve lots of different
goals and according to lots of differ-
ent values. That complexity doesn’t
exist in many other sectors of life.
The business of business is business
— maximizing return to the share-
holder; performing a valuable ser-
vice or producing valuable goods at
a decent profit; treating everyone
involved (vendors, customers, em-
ployees and other stakeholders)
with dignity; and the rest of it.

Hospitals and schools are reason-
ably simple in their central out-
comes as well — making sick people
well and ignorant people informed.

What, however, is a church for?
What is a Christian university, peri-
odical or political group for?

Some have admirably clear goals,
and it is thus relatively easy to get
everyone pulling in the same direc-
tion. Too often, however, missional
coherence becomes muddied by the
imposition of other metaphors.

“Family;” for instance, is too often
invoked in organizations that decid-
edly are not families. Sure, during
celebrations, no one should mind if
the CEO declaims about “our family
of fine coworkers.” But most of the
time, no, we’re not a family.

You shouldn't treat family mem-
bers as you would employees, nor
vice versa. Church life should not
be governed by the values of a family
reunion — judging success by how
many people attended and whether
everyone had a pleasant time. And
doesn’t the family metaphor vapor-

ize when a Christian organization
has to fire an employee?

Perhaps the most common mis-
take is to assume other Christian
organizations can function just like
churches.

Presidents and deans and COOs
and HR personnel and department
heads and interns and consultants
all have a proper place within many
organizations, but there are only the
roughest of equivalents for any of
these roles in congregational life.

It hurts organizations when exec-
utives act like pastors, or employees
respond to leadership as if it is
coming merely from a fellow believ-
er rather than a job supervisor.

The skills so many of us have honed
in the work world can get results
more quickly and effectively there
because the rules of the game and
the point of the game are quite clear.

But in church both the rules and
the outcome may be unclear, or be
seen as in conflict with what is nor-
mally done, or even simply be at odds
between one Christian and another.

Wise leadership, then, and good
relations with each other will re-
quire us to notice when there seems
tobe needless friction in the system,
when antagonism is surfacing
among people who could normally
be expected to co-operate, and when
decisions take forever to be made.

Maybe it’s just plain sin, and
some people need to be disciplined
accordingly.

But maybe, instead, it is the result
of confusion arising from good
people energetically and sincerely
pursuing cross-purposes according
to values that are appropriate in
another sphere but not in this one.

A church is not a family is not a
college is not an evangelistic mission
is not a store is not a clinic. /FT

This summer John Stackhouse leaves

Regent College for Crandall University,
where he will serve as the Samuel J. Mikolaski
professor of religious studies and dean of faculty
development. Find more of these columns at
www.faithtoday.ca/ChristAndCulture.
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GET READY TO UNFOLD HISTORY!

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR DR. DAVID JEREMIAH.

m Based on the NBC Television Series
A.D. THE BIBLE CONTINUES
NBC - THE -

REVOLUTION

= THE THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
R E V;O 1§, U T I O N A sweeping Biblical narrative that brings the political intrigue, religious

" P
THAT CHANGED THE WOR &2 persecution, and emotional turmoil of the Book of Acts to life in stunning detail.

NOW YOU CAN CHECK OUT THE BOOK!

When Pontius Pilate ordered the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, he
thought he was putting an end to the Jewish uprising that had
been threatening the authority of the Roman Empire. What
Pilate didn’t realize, however, was that the real revolution was just
getting started.

DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

Ml saz6n oN THE NBC TELEVISION EVENT
o 'THECRUC|FIKIDNWRSDNLYTHEBEGINNIHG.

Dr. David Jeremiah chronicles the tumultuous struggles of Christ’s
disciples following the Resurrection. From the brutal stoning of
Stephen and Saul’s radical conversion, through the unyielding
persecution of Peter and the relentless wrath of Pilate, Jeremiah
paints a magnificent portrait of the political and religious upheaval
that led to the formation of the early Church.

Complete with helpful background information about the charac-
ters, culture, and traditions included in the television series, A.D.
The Bible Continues is not only a riveting, action-packed read, it

A& narative explaration of the Charactars, is also an illuminating exploration of one of the most significant
el and comiier thar fusled the fige of thie ary churel chapters in world hiStOl'y.

TH BIBLE CO\I | I\IUE

. ON SALE AT YOUR LOCAL CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE'

,'} Jﬁ\ ;

\\Ll I

f"\ﬁ .~._*'h:;

THE CRUCI’FIXION WAS ONLY Ti:IE BEGINNING.
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LifeLight
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First Nations (NIrV) #1300

* New Testament

® Psalms & Proverbs

e Testimonies of God’s Grace
by First Nations Leaders

e Dictionary of Terms

e Study Helps

Find God (NLT) #11000
® New Testament

e Upfront Salvation Tract

* New Believer Notes

® Important Verses

e Cornerstones of the
Christian-Faith
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PLEASE SEND YOUR DOMATION"TO

Canadian L:feL:g)H' Ministriés Ing, .
(\ ~rP0 Box #28040 Winnipeg MB R G #E9 By
. 'Ph: 204-339-3770 or 1-866-447-9673 '
Emails Bibles@ThelifeLight.com/. _

‘www.thelifelight.com

F

“Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples.” -

an LitELIgh R Ministries

.7 | Our purpose is to serve Christ by empowering His followers to provide God’s Word for today.

Psalm 96:3 NIV

CANADIAN LIFELIGHT IS GIVING BIBLES

At Canadian Lifelight Ministries our mission is to put Bibles
into the hands of those who will give them away to others.
That's right, we believe God has called us to empower and
encourage those who want to share the Word of God with
others by providing them with easy to read versions of the
Bible to give away!

As incredible as it may sound, there is a need for Bibles
in Canada like never before. Each year our ministry
receives thousands of requests for Bibles, and sadly many
requests remain unsatisfied. It may surprise some Christians
an estimated 97% of Canadians do not have a saving
relationship with Jesus Christ! Our mission field has landed
in our own backyard. Canada needs Bibles!

At Canadian Lifelight Ministries we take this challenge
very seriously. We publish many specialized Scriptures for
those seeking the truth of God in their lives. Our most recent
need is to reissuing one of our most popular Bibles, the Find
God Bible. This easy fo read Bible is geared towards new
believers or seekers who are taking their first steps on their
spiritual journey.

Find out how you can help today! Visit us at
www.thelifelight.com or call 204-339-3770,
and help bring Christ to Canadians!

God is Changing Lives Through
Canadian LifeLight Ministries!

On a recent Mission Fest tour, our
project facilitator, Ken McGhie,
came back and had these things
to report:

> A Native woman at a church in
Edmonton clutched him by the
hand and with tears in her eyes
said, “Please does what you
can fo get this Bible out to
my people.”

» A young native man named Aaron from that same church
had tears in his eyes when he said he was a foster child who
was so glad to receive this First Nations New Testament
Ken had given to him earlier in the service.

» The Chaplain, Charles, at Prince Albert Penitentiary said the
First Nations New Testament was well received and some of
the fellows just rejoiced upon receiving it!

» Gordon Hausteader, an evangelist to First Nations
communities, reported that the Bible was well received in
Saddle Lake, AB and they are looking for more to come,
hoping to start a First Nations Bible schooll

> A Metis lady from Winnipeg said she really appreciated and

approved of the First Nations New Testament and said, “Praise

the Lord!” She wanted one to share with someone she knew
and knew it was going fo be an open door for Salvation.
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Just like pain, they say change is inevitable. Change is a concept that can either consume us or allow us to grow as we choose
to either embrace it or enslave it. Situations are bound to happen, choices have to be made in crucial circumstances, but it is
our ultimate reaction to Change that’s going to determine the outcome physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually.

One area that we are all affected by as it rapidly continues to change is this world, in particular technologically speaking. It
almost seems as if we are running out of options of what to watch on TV, what to listen to, what school to attend or simply

! what to wear. Evidently the content of this world is highly influential for our society. Celebrities are more than ever determin-
ing what“happiness”is. While seventeen year olds should be focusing on what post-secondary educational options they have,
their role models of which are of the same age are emphasizing plastic surgery and relationships. Instead of challenging each
other to achieve our educational goals, young people are challenging to recreate celebrity’s lips.

These questions seems to be haunting the minds of the current young Christian generation and the ones to come as it’s
becoming more confusing to differentiate between what is acceptable influence or not. Are we supposed to conform to the
behaviours and messages of this world? Are we as Christians supposed to adapt to these rapid changes? How do we handle
living for Christ in a world that is changing in favour of sin more and more?

Itisn't just the media or Internet domains that are hastily changing The educational system, government policies and

ecular classroom, entering the work force or being raised in a dangerous neighborhood, are some of the
HoWever, aside from all of the changes occurring in the world, one thing always remains true and comforting,
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This world suffers
- The Fear of missing

We spend our days memorizing social media like a dictionary.

Drinking the wine of its definition.

Reading other people’s highlight reel like it is truth.

Watching staged, filtered, duck face, perfectly angled, to hit all the right
angles, pics until we are a library of pervasive apprehensive thoughts,
that others are having a better time than us; in fact other people are
better than us.

We follow and like,

and follow and like,

and follow and like until it makes us sick.

Still we drink again and again like we are bobbing for apples in Eden.
Welcome to the party.

This poisoned world tries to fill us with continually connected knowl-
edge

of what others are doing.

We are full to the top with FoMO.

An overflow of fear that we have made the wrong decision on how to
spend our time.

We should be somewhere else.

We should wear something else.

We should be someone else.

There is always something better... if I can just Google what it is...
There is something missing.

So, we continually plug into our keyboards.

Add power bars to power bars to extension cords like more electricity
will bring us back to life.

Distraction is key.

But keys can set you free or lock you inside.

Keep you at home on Sunday to focus on Facebook.

Check-in, #SELFIE! Take a picture of your lunch

- You are having such a good time!

Quick take my picture...make me look like I’'m having such a good
time!

Pin each picture to your “Self Worth” wall and judge your worth in an
unworthy world by the # of likes, views, and shares among friends you
don’t even know.

This world is selling you a super size version of everyone else’s life.

It wants to keep you looking for the upgrade.

It wants you to think that you can buy, whatever it is that you need.
But there is nothing that can purchase that Jesus has not already died
and paid for.

We are signed, sealed and delivered.

VVVY

They will tell you the cross is just jewelry.
Instead of a reminder hangin’ from our necks that it should
have been us hangin’ there instead.

A Man died on the cross.

The world will tell you it is a historical fact

They will focus on the fact - He was a Man.

But in a report you must provide all the evidence.
Face the fact that there will be some facts

that you cannot face but yet they are true.

Fact: A Man, flesh and bone, knew He was to going to die, feel
every sin,
wear a crown of thorns, be beaten, shamed, humiliated.

His skin would be torn, His blood dripping.

At His greatest moment of torture

His own Father would turn away.

Still he took every nail

for His followers,

for His enemies,

and for the lukewarm He walked straight into fire.

Fact: If there was any sin he had not taken on yet
Jesus would run toward it and impaled Himself on it.
If that meant one more heart would be saved.

Fact: There is a reason it is called ‘‘going viral”
It is an infection that has overtaken our minds and is aiming
for our souls.

Fact: I have a fear that the world is missing out on the sound
of His voice, caught up in a raging ocean of idols.

Fact: One drop of the blood that was pressed from Him could
fill
the hole shaped like Jesus dug into your chest by the world.

Fact: The world is just the world. You will leave it behind.
So, check our status with Him before all others.
And instead of Facebook put your face in The Book.

To see more of Dagmar’s work, contact her at:
www.dagmarmorgan.com

info@dagmarmorgan.com

FEAR OF MISSING OUT / DAGMAR MORGAN



http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=LIA4&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dagmarmorgan.com
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20150506/TrackLink.action?pageName=LIA4&exitLink=mailto%3Ainfo%40dagmarmorgan.com

DETEDMINE

YOUR PATH: T
WITH THE CHANGE

BY: EMILY COOK

We’ve got it wrong. We’ve got it desperately wrong.

No matter what path your life is taking, whether academic and leading you to higher education, or
vocational and leading you to apprenticeship, there are phases in each of these paths in which decisions have to
be made and changes have to be dealt with. It’s all about perspective, and we’re just not doing it right.

Behind each of these directions is the blaring truth that it’s not about God. I am currently heading towards the
finale of my undergrad, and the question of the year has been, ‘“What do you plan to do with your life when
you graduate?” The questions always focused on me. Who do I want to be, how am I going to provide for my-
self, what’s going to make me happy? Silly me, I haven’t come up with an answer yet. But maybe that’s a good
thing.

There is so much pressure, at all phases of life, but especially when young, to have a clear vision of what career
you want, and what life-goals you have. And it’s all so very worldly. This self-centered perception removes all
elements of trust and faith in something else when facing the unknown. If we have it under control, there’s no
longer space for God. I know this because I’ve seen the panic in classmate’s eyes when they talk about their
future; heck, I’ve seen it in my own. The root? It’s in the worry of losing purpose.

You see, without Jesus, purpose comes from the world’s validation. You long to know you have an acceptable
job; the correct income to provide “sufficiently” for your family, and that you did live up to something after all.
But that’s not what us, as Christians, ought to be living for.

We already have our purpose. We’ve had it since the moment we dedicated our lives to Christ and
started on a journey of healing with Him. Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it;
Love your neighbor as yourself; All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments,” Matthew
22:37-40.

A wise friend of mine once told me that I can go anywhere and be doing any job and still have an incredibly
fulfilling life, if I am living in the knowledge that my purpose extends beyond this world, and is not defined by
my occupation or education level. Therefore, the changes that come with graduation, or any other life event,
should be met while living in the grace of God, knowing that each day is a gift from Him and no matter where
ife takes us, He will go before us and He is our purpose.

It affects everything, and it’s life altering. It’s time we, as Christians, start living counter-culturally and
knowledge there is more to life than our paychecks, and our titles. We are sons and daughters of the living
g (2 Corinth 6:18), be enough.




. et P

"Phere’s gaguote that hangs on"a wall in our home You’ve likely heard of the serenity prayer: “Grant me
the sére to accept what I cannot change, the courage to change what I can, and the wisdom to know the

difference.”’ H Q

One thing we can’t change is change. Change can come in many forms in our lives. It might come like a
tidal wave or creep along incrementally like a glacier. It might come in the form of devastating tragedy,
difficult choices, broken relationships, or even new opportunities. . ©

2 [
I’ve experienced change in many ways. I had just moved to the city after graduating from high scho}‘)g
I found myself alone in a new environment. I was without friends or family members close by. Life was
moving much faster than I was able to handle at the time. My relocation and the beginning of university
brought dramatic changes along with fear and loneliness. Everything seemed to be changing in such a
short period of time. I tried to cope the best I could, but I resisted the changes by isolating myself even

more from my new university and surroundings. I desperately tried to prevent and stop change from
*happening in my life. Instead of resisting, we should allow change to unfold. Acknowledging and accepting
change means allowing it to happen when it unfolds rather than approaching change from a place of denial
*j or of resistance. When you accept, embrace, and learn from change, you inevitably grow stronger. The
‘ ability to continuously accept change allows you to become as solid as a rock in the midst of violent storms

all around you - even when you feel afraid.

ACKNOWLEDGING AND ACCEPTING
CHANGE

BY: CANDACE MAXYMOWICH

Sometimes when we go through major changes we think we are dealing with something no one else can possibly u
that no one else is going through. No matter what you’re going through or what you’re feeling, there are others th
empathize with you. You’re not alone al_l*ultimately, none of us are separate from the Creator.

Things change all the time and we resist it. Our day changes and our relationships change. We ourselves are chang
All of this can be hard to deal with. For me, the pain of change is not being in control.

How do we cope with pain of change? We can cope with this pain in numerous ways. Maybe we get angry and yell.
drink or do drugs, eat junk food, watch TV or find other distractions. We can find positive ways to cope and we can learn to shift
our perspective to embrace changes in our lives.

Give yourself permission to be vulnerable. Some of us like to project an image of being strong and fearless, but sometimes we’re
not. Maybe we’re scared of change. Maybe we feel like we’re exposed. Vulnerability is just part of who we are as people. There’s
always learning and growth that can come when we allow our true selves to be seen. When you allow people to really see you,
they can help.

When we scroll through Instagram and marvel over the adventurous and perfectly filtered lives of our friends, or when our to-do
lists at work suffocate us or at home, our minds start to harp on what we wish we had. We should appreciate what we have in
our lives and we can focus our attention to being grateful on a daily basis. During seasons of change and always, we need to be
thankful and grateful for all that we have and all that God has provided rather than discontent or grumbling about our
circumstances. A few months ago, I started a writing exercise. In the morning before the start of each day, I flip open my journal
and write down three things I’m grateful for. Sometimes I also take time to write about what’s on my mind, in my dreams, or on
my plate for the day. I challenge you to do the same.

“I am the Lord; I do not change” (Malachi 3:6).

Although our lives and circumstances continue to change, God is always the same. We can trust Him not to turn against us. His
love is unchanging. He never leaves us or forsakes us.

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).



ASK&WE’'LL ANSWER

BY: CRILEIDY LIRIANO

FOMO EDITION

FOMO -Fear Of Missing Out
Do you have it?

FOMO is the feeling you get when you scroll through a person’s Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter page and begin to compare their ‘“perfect” life with your not-so-
perfect one. It is the moment where you scroll through these social media pages and
analyze how ‘“‘good” your friends’ lives seem and not yours. It is the concept of wasting
endless hours reviewing your acquaintance’s pictures that make them seem well put
together as they showcase their good fashionable sense, economically awesome status as _
they travel and their heartfelt inspiring life quotes that gives the rest of us a lesson or two
to apply to our lives. The reality is, we sometimes forget that behind the perfect pictures
quotes and sense of humour lies a bunch of souls that are many times dealing with. O]
more broken hearts, depression, loneliness, void and lack of intimacy with God.
for love and Jidag
acceptance as we try to hide our broken lives behind perfectly orchestrated
profiles.

We took to the public the question of the FOMO (Fear of Missing '

not.
-Jessica P.

There are always those moments of, “Wow why can’t I ha
-Anonymous

You know, sometimes I stop and wonder if the
that make it a priority to share with the wo

especiall S dor
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OF THE FENCE

SURVIVING THE TRAP
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Michael A. Amos is an actor, author and keen athlete born

and raised in Driftwood Court, an area of the Jane and Finch
community located in the Northwest part of Toronto. Jane and
Finch is said to have one of the largest intensity of criminal
gangs of any area in Canada. Although a very multicultural
neighbourhood, it has a large population of single parent house-
holds, low-income earners and not to mention one of the highest
percentages of youth within a community.

Michael A. Amos is a dreamer and an optimistic individual
whose fatherless household had affected him tremendously as
he was left growing up with a void. Amos describes growing up
with the void as having no other choice but to fill the emptiness
with other things, in his case, turning to the streets in his early
teens; however, quickly changing in his late teens as he discov-
ered opportunities to prosper and the chance to turn his life
around. He landed his first movie role in Against the Ropes star-
ring Meg Ryan, Omar Epps, and Kerry Washington at the age
of 17. Soon after that he got casted in the made for T.V movie
Redemption, starring Jamie Fox.

Amos’ book, Both sides of the Fence launched in July 2014 and
had originally started as a personal Journal documenting his
life. Michael A. Amos describes the purpose of his journal as
evidence of what he was going through for his mother just in
case something was to happen to him and for it to be read at his
funeral- she would know the truth about her son. During the
times of writing his journal entries, Michael A. Amos dropped
out of school and started getting involved in the streets. He says
all along he knew he could do better, but for some reason he felt
like he couldn’t. He felt like everyone around him had predes-
tined their negative mentality for him, just like the rest of the
youth, failure. The more he kept writing, the more he realized
his journal began to look like a book. Writing encouraged him
to stay off the streets since he was actually doing something
productive and positive for his life. He decided that instead of
allowing his journal entries to be his own eulogy at his funeral,
he began to think he could use it and turn it into something
positive- to help others who are living in his shoes realize that
there is hope. He describes it as a blueprint on how it’s going to
go down- from the Hood to Success.

Originally, Amos was raised in a Catholic influenced household,
and it wasn’t until about a year and a half ago that he began a

close and personal relationship with God for himself. Michael A.

Amos was asked what was it like growing up in Jane and Finch
as someone who had a general understanding of God. Amos re-
flected and expressed that at that moment in time, you believed
in God just because you grow up being told about Him, but in
reality you don’t really understand what you’re believing or
doing. It wasn’t until living in Kitchener, Ontario that he began
to discover God for himself, as he was curious and intrigued by
what certain messages on TV said about God through Christian
preachers. Amos was surprised to find in his bible the same
thing that the preacher would mention during the message. He
then began to understand that listening to the messages wasn’t
enough; he had to know God for himself.

Being in the film industry, it is an area of work that can be
highly influential. Amos was asked if he has ever had the
FOMO (Fear of Mission Out) as he was surrounding him-
self with a lot of people with high social statuses that seem

to have it all together, particularly through social media. He
expressed that, even for himself, it’s hard not to look at other
people’s pages and not want to or say sometimes, ‘I wish I
could trade”. He quickly expressed that mentality for some-
one like him goes away fairly quickly. He says there is always
the pressure of comparison, but once you realize you should
only compare yourself to your older self, it is only then that
other people’s lives wont be envied as much.

Being someone who is taking his relationship with God at a
deeper level and making the decision in recent years to know
God more closely, he is more than ever surrounded by the
pressures of worldly influences, predominantly in the film
industry and social media domain. Amos was asked what
are some ways he ensures that he still lives a godly life while
working in the industry, especially now that he is an example
in his community. He mentioned something extremely im-
portant: Giving thanks to the Most High God. Amos says he
makes sure before his feet touch the ground he gives thanks
for what he has. He expresses that this doesn’t mean you
can’t aspire to want more, we should just simply be happy
with what we have. He reveals that the moment you become
a slave to your fears and lack of confidence, that’s when the
devil creeps in.

An individual who comes from a direct situation or place in
the past and who has now found a way to succeed, is someone
who is able to give good advice to his community. Michael A.
Amos tells, not just the young people of Jane and Finch, but
also everyone reading, to not become a slave to your posses-
sions and to never apply your current situation to the rest of
your life. He himself thought that at that moment his world
was the Driftwood Court neighbourhood, until he started to
become successful and travel the world. He emphasizes that
your current situation is just a brief period in your life and
to never give up hope. Just like he once heard, God will take
you places you’ve never dreamed of because His power is
limitless. Remember you don’t have to be an actor, an athlete
or an author for God to move in your life.

-Crileidy Liriano

For more information about Michael A. Amos, please visit
www.michaelaamos.com
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@Iovelsﬂ The long winter is soon to be part of our 2014/2015 history as we get ready for Summer 2015.
It’s evident that dressing up for the winter and spring is much easier than deciding what to
wear for the summer. The big question always seems to linger in the air for young Christians
as to, “what is appropriate or not” for the summer? How short can our shorts be? What is
considered stylish yet acceptable? In a world that is so highly influential by fashion and fit-
ness through Pinterest, Instagram and Facebook, let’s examine how young Christians can
remain virtuous, trendy and comfortable in today’s modern society.

Send us some suggestions and pictures of what is appropriate and trendy for this summer.
Your pictures and suggestions can be featured in our July/August Issue of LIA.
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Can you relate to this? It’s the end of the school semes-
ter, final essays and exams loom heavily on your mind as
due dates approach closer and closer. All nighters seem

to become your best friend, while sleep becomes your
worst enemy. The stress towards these final moments of
the school year can be unreal. You try to consume loads of
knowledge, but truth is doing one more math problem, or
reading one more line will make you lose it. Your brain is
tired. You are tired. It feels like you reach the brim with
how much information you can absorb. You feel like you
just want to curl up in your bed and sleep, yet the pressure
to perform well builds a tension in you like no other- and
like that, you’ve reached the “breaking point”!

Google defines it as “the moment of the greatest strain at
which someone or something gives way”. The breaking
point is not just experienced in school, but in every area
of our lives, and ultimately this year I’ve come to experi-
enced it in my walk with God.

It’s interesting to note that this year has been declared

the year of ‘“Supernatural Breakthrough” in my church.
When I first heard this, like others, I shouted for joy,
because I was excited for God to “plop”’ breakthroughs
out of the sky and into every area of my life; however, God
quickly debunked that notion. I realized that supernatural
breakthroughs come as a result of breaking points, and

it is reaching the breaking point, when you feel like you
can’t push any further, that set up heaven to intervene
and bring about your breakthrough.

But even after that revelation, I still had a question: Why
don’t all breaking points lead to BREAKthroughs? To
answer this question, God brought me back to the story

of the Israelites in the wilderness. Israel was enslaved in
Egypt for over 400 years and constantly cried out to the
Lord to deliver them from this slavery. God in His mer-
cies used Moses to take them out of Egypt to bring them
to the promise land. The greatest crux of the story I find

is not in Egypt with the 10 plagues and the display of
God’s power or in the serenity of the promise land, but in
the ordeal of the wilderness. The wilderness revealed the
Israelite’s breaking point. It was in the wilderness where
we could see what they could handle and the state of their
hearts. I recognized that their breaking point came at
crucial moments. They came at moments just before a glo-
rious miracle happened. I noticed with us Christians today
the same is true: the breaking point comes just before the
miracle emerges.
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BY: ROSEMOND ENNIN

Even so when you reach a breaking points two op-
tions lie before you: you will either respond with faith
or with familiarity. Take the Israelites for example, it
was only when they reached their breaking point that
all of a sudden they would long to be back in Egypt.
It was as if the breaking point made their 400 years
of slavery look enjoyable-what!?! “We remember

the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers,
the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic...”
(Numbers 11:5)- could garlic and cucumbers really be
compared to freedom (who even likes that stuff any-
ways- bad breath alert!)? I realized Egypt could look
good, as like past sins and destructive habits, even
after we’ve been delivered, when we respond with
familiarity. But if you take a closer look, familiarity

is really dressed up in fear. At the core of it, it is fear
that causes someone to retreat back to their comfort
zone (even if the comfort zone is slavery/bondage),
because F-E-A-R really mean ‘‘False-Evidence-Ap-
pearing-Real”. To the Israelites (Moses’ generation),
they believed the lies that they couldn’t actually reach
the promise land. God’s promise looked too good to
be true. They were limited to see only to the extent

of their experience, and not to the possibility of their
faith.

As Christians, our ability to see shouldn’t end at what
we experience, because like the scripture says, we
walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). The truth
of the matter is God didn’t allow me to reach my
breaking point so that I could respond in fear, but He
brought me to that moment to hold on to His hand a
little tighter and keep on walking forward in faith,
because what awaited me was more glorious than
what I could ever leave behind.

Keep on walking!

-Rosemond Ennin
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GETTING BETTER
DR WORSE?

BY: JESSE HOVE

It you’re a fan of T.V. shows like Star Trek or the recent block-
buster movie Interstellar, you might have been convinced that
humanity is on a path of general evolutionary progression. In
the world of Star Trek, the future earth eliminates global pov-
erty and the entire planet has been peacefully united under one
governmental rule. In the movie Interstellar there is reference to
humanity’s future reality being one of disembodied spirit energy
operating on a general ethos of “love” and being able to tran-
scend our current limits of space and time. Both paint a rather
optimistic version of the future. If you’re a fan of shows like
Game of Thrones or House of Cards you might be convinced

to go a different direction. In this outlook on the world human
societies and their leaders have a continual lust and struggle for
power with the greatest political and military leaders dominat-
ing one another. Violence and sexuality are tools for increasing
influence, dominance, and power over one another.

The current reality is a little more complicated than
either of these extremes. As Christians caught in the ever grow-
ing secularized Western world we look at the loss of unborn
life, divorce rates hovering around 50 per cent, and increasing
reports of depression, mental illness, suicide in our youth and
young adults, and romanticize a world that would follow a more
strictly Christian standard. This does not tell the whole story of
where we are at in the world though. Different degrees of uni-
versal health care exist in most of the Western world in a way
that we have never seen before, we have more charities working
to support the poor and disenfranchised than we have ever had
in the history of the world, and organizations like the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation have significantly decreased diseases
and viruses like Malaria and HIV on a global scale. Our oppor-
tunity for individual expression and betterment is unprecedent-
ed, and the last 70 years have been a time for chasing personal
goals and dreams in a way that has never before existed in the
Western world. While Christianity has had less and less of an
influence on the public sphere, Christian thinkers have still
played important roles. Baptist ministers like Tommy Douglas
and Martin Luther King Jr. profoundly shaped our world with
Douglas introducing universal healthcare to Canada and Martin
Luther King Jr. gaining ground in the battle for racial equality
in the United States.
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It is also important for us as Christians to recognize
that our lessening influence on the public sphere was a conscious
decision made by our Christian leaders from the 16th to the 18th
century as a means to protect ourselves from ourselves. During
and after the time of the Reformation many different Christian
denominations were formed. This fragmentation of the Church
created a lot of violence, abuse, and death within the church and
outside of it. Christian leaders looked back on our history and we
realized that we were just as likely to abuse our power as anyone
else.

The important question for us as Christians today then
is not whether the world has become a more or less sinful place
with fewer Christians in charge, but how we can preach and
practice the way of Christ from a position of less authority. The
truth is that having less authority in the world actually makes it
easier for us to act as servants for Christ. No longer is it time for
us to struggle for political power or demand people listen to us
because we are the “boss”. Christ did not regard ‘“‘equality with
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death—even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). When
Christ calls us to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow
him, this is what He is intending (Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34:
Luke 9:23).

In a world that is no longer predominantly Christian we
have an opportunity to decrease our struggle for power and seek
to serve under the thumb of the empire as the early Christians
did before us. Before Christianity became “Christendom” we
were a religion, which appealed to those who were seen as least
desirable in Roman society. During the second century, the Greek
Philosopher Celsus critiqued Christian converts as generally be-
ing ‘“‘unintelligent, or uninstructed, or foolish persons” who were
often ‘“women and children’ and “the stupid” (Contra Celsus-
Origen). Today Christians are often looked at in the same way. If
you convert to Christianity you are seen to be lacking a proper
education or enlightenment. If you are a convert from a develop-
ing country you are ironically seen by the Western world as naive
to Christianity’s inherent colonialism. This view of Christianity in
the Western world is not something for us to begrudge or dismay
against, rather it is where the truth of the Gospel is able to flour-
ish. As Christ himself declared that “the last will be first, and the
first will be last” (Matthew 20:16).
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It you were in my grade 10 English class, you might know me as “Bible Girl”. Needless to say, this isn’t a name
g that I chose for myself. Last fall I was publically challenged about my faith in a classroom, in a way that made me
uncomfortable, not knowing how to approach it.

My grade 10 English teacher made it pretty clear that she had strong atheist views, by continuously bringing up
controversial topics, and never once failing to tell stories of why Christians are hateful if they don’t agree with the
general public’s opinion.

She found out that my Dad was a pastor, and after that, I felt like she was trying to get me to react. While it may
have been my imagination, or me just looking for an opportunity to get in a debate, it felt like every time that she
made a pushy comment, she would look up at me to see how I was responding. One day in particular, she was talk-
ing about how, as much as she loves her aunt, she can’t stand being with her for too long because her aunt will start
talking about how much she loves Jesus. To my teacher, that was just too weird. A few minutes later, she had finally
moved on to talk about ‘“To Kill a Mockingbird” (the reason we were there), and asked us to each share a value or
lesson that our parents had instilled in us as children. Giving in to her provocative comments, and feeling a little
pushy, I shot my arm up in the air and responded with, ‘“That I should never make fun of somebody else’s beliefs,
and should be open to what they’re saying.” I think she got my point, which was why the rest of the semester was so
weird. I got the name ‘Bible Girl’ and she would ask me questions, like why I wasn’t allowed to read Harry Potter
(which I am, by the way). Part of me found the experience exhilarating, I felt like I was finally getting to stand up
for God, do the whole fight for the kingdom thing.

Then one day, I was doing a presentation, where she stopped me mid-sentence. She asked me to explain to the class
what the term “Foot-washing Baptist” meant, a term mentioned in my book. I butchered my answer. Like, I said
the worst possible thing. I’ve tried to block it out of my memory, but it was something along the lines of taking the
Bible too seriously. I screwed up. I felt like I failed God. When I had an opportunity to explain the idea of serving
others, I slammed the door shut. I felt badly for days.

As the guilt lessened, I started to think about how we use my words. As important as our speech is, actions still
speak louder. I tried to think about the ways that Christians had proved God to me, and I couldn’t think of a single
one. I, for one, did not come to Christ because I had lost an argument, or had been outsmarted by somebody. I came
to Him because of His love that I had seen through the way that Christians interacted with other people, through
the way that they listened to people who were broken, without judgment.

I doubt anybody remembers the way that I had answered her question during my presentation that day, but they
may remember the way that I treated people.

Even though my teacher wasn’t being very professional in the way that she treated her students, we are all broken
people, including my teacher, who need to be treated with love and understanding. I guess I wasn’t being very pro-
fessional myself.

For the rest of the semester, I tried my best to find common ground with my teacher. Being friendly with her was
actually more uncomfortable than it was when she would challenge me, because honestly she scared me. But it
turns out that we are actually interested on some of the same things, and have a similar sense of humor. The last

thing that a bitter person needs is for people to be angry with them. The thlng they really need is love.
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LIBERATING LOVE

His WORD wounds our desire to sin. It then causes us to break free from the darkness that once surrounded
us. The key is who we are in Christ, and it took His kind of light to make us realize this indestructible truth.
We shine like the moon in the darkest hour because we reflect the Son, the Son of God. That is why we can
stand, stand still, stand in awe of the One who knew us before we’re in the light. The darkness once chained
us and caused the blindness of our eyes and our vision, blurring us from the reality of destiny and how much
God desires us to be FREE and recognize that He is our Father. God, the one that we can’t see but loves us so
much, is our Father, and there is NOTHING we can do to SEPARATE us from the LOVE of GOD.

-NAOMI ADOWAA

GOD IS ART.
(The evolution of art)
- Sam Asirifi Jr

The true work of art is but a shadow of the divine perfection.
Michelangelo

Art. Defined as the expression or application of human creative skill and imagina-
tion. The thought, the feeling, the sight, and the hearing of art are a beautiful gift that we
humans possess. Art in many forms has dramatically changed over the course of time.
Some criticize that modern day art, whether visually, or through literature, music, and
even drama, is polluted, perverted, and plagued with no substance at all, while others
say that modern art compared to traditional art has evolved into better more complex
art where one’s freedom of expression is being put to more use. But how can one survive §”
without the other? The famous Aristotle, a Greek philosopher and scientist, said it best,
“The aim of art is to represent not the outward appearance of things, but their inward ¥
significance”. Art is changing rapidly; one can say that today’s art is becoming more
and more self-glorifying than it is glorifying God. So how does a follower of Christ differ
between what is “good” art and what is “bad” art? Simple; your heart determines what
you see. Art is what one receives, from one’s perception.

Luke 6:14 A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart,
and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.

Imagine, if Beethoven were to listen to a Jay-z album, what would his thoughts be?
Or if the famous artist Leonardo da Vinci, who simply used paint and brushes to cre-
ate his art, were to see the work of modern day artist Young-Deok Seo who uses bicycle
chains to create human sculptures, how would he react to such different type of art. From
Author Harper Lee famous for the book ‘“To Kill a Mockingbird”, to the creator of “50
Shades of Grey”, E. L. James, art even though its essence hasn’t changed, yet it has many
different ways of expression. And that’s what makes art, art. The fact that two people
can look at one creation and receive two different feelings and thoughts, is what makes
art a beautiful thing. Even though today’s art has tremendously changed compared to
traditional, and the created has forgotten their creator, any type of art, no matter how
it is expressed is a gift from God, and such talent is to be celebrated by glorifying God,
because God is art.
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LOVE MOVEMENT supports vour kids,
grandkids and our churches with innovative
Christian education and media.

Help us reach your kids. Give a gift today.

LOVE MOVEMENT
15 Olive Ave., Willowdale, ON
M2MN 4N4

Gifts over $20 will receive a tax deductible receipt.
Make cheques payable to:

"Willowdale Baptist Church"

with "LOVE MOVEMENT" in the memo line.

Love Movenmant i & ministry of Willowdsle Baplist Church, & registersd
Canadian charity. B.M. : B3 1855FaSRRDBH———————
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